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Hello and welcome to the Relationship 
Management monthly newsletter for the 
North (North West, Yorkshire and the North 
East) 
 
In this edition we update you on the latest Brexit 
negotiations, let you have the most up to date 
guidance on how to tackle GDPR in your firms 
and urge you to take a look at our 43 committee 
vacancies to help shape future legal policy. 
 
We hope you find the report useful and if you 
have any ideas for articles or would features 
please get in touch with one of the team. 
 
Thank you for reading. 
 
Jo McLeod 
Head of Relationship Management North  
joanne.mcleod@lawsociety.org.uk 
M – 07980 725573 
T – 01204 389033 
 
Claire Quinn 
Relationship Manager North 
claire.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk 

M - 07580 977090 
 
Cath Carter 
Relationship Management Executive North  
catherine.carter@lawsociety.org.uk 
M- 07812 675150 
 
You can also follow us on Twitter 
@lawsocNorthWest 
@LawSocYorksNE 
 
Join the North LinkedIn Group - follow the link 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12003211 
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Merseyside Women Lawyers 
 
Women Lawyers Merseyside is running a free 
Women in Law educational & networking event 
on 5 Oct 5.30 - 8pm. Email wldevent@gmail.com 
to book 
 

 
 
 

Legal Aid Roadshows in the North 
 

These roadshows are recommended for anyone 
who wishes to start or continue providing civil 
legal aid services from September 2017  

 

10 October Manchester Venue tbc 
11 October Liverpool venue tbc 
16 October Newcastle - Mill Volvo Scottswood 
Road  NE15 6BZ 
 

Liverpool Law Society and the Liverpool Law 
School of the University of Liverpool 

Tuesday, 10th October 2017. 
Your are invited  to an evening drinks reception 
to celebrate the start of the new academic and 
legal years from 6pm on  For further details and 
to book please see: 
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/social-
events/university-liverpool-law-school-drinks-
reception  
 
The High Sheriff of Merseyside, Stephen 
Burrows DL invites you to a Service to mark 
the beginning of the Legal Year at 10.30am on 
Sunday 15th October 2017  
at Liverpool Cathedral, St James Mount, 
Liverpool. The theme of the service for this year 
is ‘Justice in the Community’.  For further details 
and to book please see: 
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/society-
news/latest/15th-october-2017-service-mark-
beginning-legal-year  

 

Black History Month – inspiration evening 

 
The Law Society, London 6 October, 18:30 – 

21:00 
 
To mark Black History Month the Law Society is 
hosting a programme of events and free 
photographic exhibition in October.  
Find out more and book your place 
 

Inclusion through diversity: annual 
lawyers with disabilities conference 
 
The Law Society, London 9 October, 10:00 – 

14:30 

 
The Law Society is committed to promoting 
inclusion in the legal profession. Our annual 
conference focuses on promoting equal 
opportunities for people with disabilities  
Find out more and book your place 
 
For a full list of events, further detail and to book, 
please visit our events page. 

 

http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/social-events/university-liverpool-law-school-drinks-reception
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/social-events/university-liverpool-law-school-drinks-reception
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/social-events/university-liverpool-law-school-drinks-reception
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/society-news/latest/15th-october-2017-service-mark-beginning-legal-year
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/society-news/latest/15th-october-2017-service-mark-beginning-legal-year
http://liverpoollawsociety.org.uk/society-news/latest/15th-october-2017-service-mark-beginning-legal-year
https://events.lawsociety.org.uk/ClientApps/Silverbear.Web.EDMS/public/default.aspx?tabId=37&id=1862&orgId=1&guid=c1c107c8-52f8-4348-b5dd-da0d4aee529d
https://events.lawsociety.org.uk/ClientApps/Silverbear.Web.EDMS/public/default.aspx?tabId=37&id=1879&orgId=1&guid=9a4da7da-cd07-457f-8c4b-53a2f118eb1e
https://events.lawsociety.org.uk/
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President addresses first regional 
forum in Liverpool 
 
Weightmans in Liverpool kindly hosted our first 
Regional Forum on 25 September  
 
Joe Egan President of The Law Society 
addressed a group of representatives from Local 
Law Societies, special interest groups such as 
Junior lawyers, Women's lawyers and the Black 
Solicitors Network North and Council and 
Committee members from Cheshire and 
Liverpool. The discussion covered the 
governance review and plans to modernise The 
Law Society , the brand of solicitor and the 
relationship with the SRA. 
 

 
 
The Regional Forums broadens the ANWLS 
Association of North West Local Law Societies 
idea and aims to be a platform for networking 
and a more representative collective voice for the 
profession in the North West. 
 
As the North West is such a large area we have 
clustered the forums and going forward there will 
be a Greater Manchester forum at JMW 
Solicitors on 17 November 12 - 2pm and another 
for groups up in Lancaster and Cumbria in April 
2018. Joe Egan will be speaking at both these 
forums. Further details and invitations will be 
sent out over the next few months. 
 
 

Proposals to extend court opening 
hours is postponed 
 

The decision to delay a government pilot trialling 
extended court opening hours has been 
postponed until February 2018.  

The proposal which would have heaped 
additional pressure on the already fragile criminal 
legal aid service was welcomed.  

Read the press release here. 

 

Brexit - the latest news and updates 

 

 
 
 
Below is a round-up of the latest happenings 
around the Brexit negotiations. 
 
Read the latest parliamentary blog on the second 
reading of the EU withdrawal bill. 
 
News that the UK Government is to push for a 
transitional deal for the two years after Britain 
leaves the EU was welcomed - read more here. 
 
Read the Law Society's response to the paper on 
criminal justice and security co-operation 
following Brexit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/press-releases/postponement-of-flexible-court-hours-pilots-pragmatic/
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/blog/second-reading-and-vote-of-eu-withdrawal-bill/
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/press-releases/transitional-deal-will-help-ease-shock-of-brexit/
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/press-releases/criminal-justice-co-operation-vital-post-brexit/
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/press-releases/criminal-justice-co-operation-vital-post-brexit/
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GDPR update and the latest guidance 
 

 
 
Tackling GDPR General Data Protection 
Regulations is a hot topic for many law firms. 
Read the latest blog to find out what you need to 
do to comply with GDPR. 
 

Anti-money laundering: the latest 
guidance 

 
The anti-money laundering (AML) legal 
supervisors have agreed draft legal sector anti-
money laundering guidance taking account of the 
changes introduced by the Money Laundering 
Regulations 2017, which came into force on 26 
June 2017. The draft is subject to approval by 
HM Treasury later this year. 

Read more and download the draft here. 

Committee member vacancies 
 
Our policy committees need you. Would you be 
interested in defining and implementing legal 
policy? We have 43 vacancies on various 
committees open to Council and non-Council 
members, so why not join us.  

 
To apply, click here. Applications close on 13 
October. 

 

 
 
September has been a busy month for the North 
team. In addition to preparing for the 
Conservative Party Conference in Manchester, 
we have visited top 200 firms in Sheffield, 
Manchester and Preston and been in touch with 
Local Law Societies in Rochdale, Preston, Tees 
Valley and Scarborough. 
 
President Joe Egan addressed the first Regional 
Forum in the North West this month in Liverpool.  
We also attended a Private Client Seminar in 
Manchester and a Women in Law Sex 
discrimination seminar in Sheffield. 
 
Looking forward, in October we will be preparing 
for Joe Egan's visits to the region in November 
and attending the Small Firms Conference in 
 

Senior lawyers tell us why England 
and Wales is a global legal centre    
 
Key figures from organisations such as Roche, 
Hinduja, Allen & Overy and Morrison and 
Foerster have thrown their weight behind our 
global legal centre campaign, as part of a series 
of films launched this month. The films highlight 
the benefits of English and Welsh law, the justice 
system, the profession and London as a legal 
hub.  
 
Help us spread the word by sharing them with 
your colleagues, clients and over social media. 
 
Watch the films [Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaHlKUiGVJI
&list=PLSgsXj8W8-CbAU5ntJxp0LiWOnht7JlIE]  
Tweet to the hashtag #globallegalcentre 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/news/blog/gdpr-21st-century-data-protection-how-law-firms-can-comply/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/692/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/692/made
http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/articles/draft-anti-money-laundering-guidance/
https://jobs.lawgazette.co.uk/job/499372/appointments-for-committees/?LinkSource=PromotedJob
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaHlKUiGVJI&list=PLSgsXj8W8-CbAU5ntJxp0LiWOnht7JlIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaHlKUiGVJI&list=PLSgsXj8W8-CbAU5ntJxp0LiWOnht7JlIE


 
October 2017 

 5 

 

 
Criminal Finances Act 2017 
 
This practice note provides guidance to solicitors 
on the corporate offence of failure to prevent the 
criminal facilitation of tax evasion introduced by 
the Criminal Finances Act 2017, with effect from 
30 September 2017. 
 
This brings a risk of criminal liability to solicitors’ 
firms not just for their employees’ actions, but for 
the actions of others with whom they are 
associated. The guidance will be submitted for 
approval by the chancellor and may be updated 
as a result. It explains: 

 
 the new offence 

 the definition of an associated person 

 risk assessments 

 communication, training, monitoring and 
reporting requirements 

 

Read more 
 

Closing down your practice: regulatory 
requirements 
 
This practice note outlines the regulatory 
requirements to consider when closing down 
your practice. There are numerous actions that 
need to be taken when closing down a firm and 
doing so will require forward planning. 
 
 The process for closing a practice differs 
depending on whether or not there is a 
successor practice in place.                                               
  
                                                       Read more 
   
For further information about the successor 
practice rules consult the Law Society's 
Professional Indemnity Insurance (PII) practice 
note. 

 

 
 

Draft guidelines for manslaughter 
sentencing 
 
The Society has responded to the Sentencing 
Council’s consultation on draft guidelines for 
sentencing offences of manslaughter.  
 
The guidelines will assist practitioners in advising 
clients and making submissions, and judges in 
arriving at the appropriate sentence for offenders 
convicted of manslaughter. 
 
There are four separate guidelines under 
consideration for the different types of the 
offence: 
 

 Unlawful act manslaughter 

 Gross negligence manslaughter 

 Manslaughter by reason of loss of control 

 Manslaughter by reason of diminished 
responsibility 

 
Read our full response 
 

 
LSB regulatory performance 
assessment consultation 
 
The Legal Services Board (LSB) consultation 
sought feedback on a simplification and revision 
of its approach to assessing the performance of 
frontline regulators. 
The Law Society has responded to the 
consultation and suggested areas for 
improvements, in particular the need for: 

 A measure requiring front line regulators 
to provide evidence justifying the need for 
proposed regulatory changes, including 
relevance and priority 

 Proportionality, transparency and 
consistency in the front-line regulators' 

https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/practice-notes/criminal-finances-act-2017/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/practice-notes/closing-down-your-practice/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Advice/Practice-notes/Professional-indemnity-insurance/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Advice/Practice-notes/Professional-indemnity-insurance/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/consultation-responses/draft-guidelines-for-manslaughter-sentencing-law-society-response/
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approach to different types of rule 
change, enforcement and supervision 

 Proportionality, transparency and 
consistency in decision-making 
processes 

 Proportionality in allocation of cost burden 
on the regulated community 

 Clear and stronger compliance with the 
Regulators' Code 

       Read our full response 

 SRA corporate strategy 2017-2020 

The Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) 
consulted on its draft corporate strategy 2017-
2020. The strategy sets out what the SRA seeks 
to achieve over the next three years, with 

reference to a set of strategic aims.  

The Law Society has responded to the SRA to 
highlight the areas of concern or where further 
work is needed by the SRA to ensure that it fulfils 

its strategic aims.  

Read our full response  

Tackling unfair practices in the 
leasehold market 
 
The Law Society has responded to the 
Department of Communities and Local 
Government consultation on tackling unfair 
practices in the leasehold market. 

 
Read our full response 
 

Response to the consultation on 
guidelines for offences of child cruelty 
 
The Law Society has responded to the 
Sentencing Council’s consultation on draft 
guidelines for sentencing offences involving child 
cruelty and failing to protect a girl from female 
genital mutilation (FGM). 
 
Read our full response 

 
 

 

SRA - Looking to the future: phase two 
of our Handbook reforms 

Following the SRA’s first Looking to the future 
consultation in summer 2016, they are now 
consulting on further changes to their Handbook. 
This consultation also includes the transitional 
arrangements for the introduction of the Solicitors 

Qualifying Examination (SQE). 

Submission deadline 20 December 2017 

Find out more 
 
Looking to the future: better 
information, more choice 
 
The SRA are consulting on publishing more of 
the regulatory data they hold about the solicitors 
and firms they regulate.  
Submission deadline 20 December 2017 
Find out more 
 
Consultations for Government that you 
may be interested in responding to... 
Find out more 

 
Law Commission Reform on Wills Law 
 
Submission deadline 10 November 2017 

Find out more 
 

Law Commission Sentencing Code 
 
The Law Commission is consulting on the 
introduction of a single sentencing statute that 
will act as the comprehensive source of 
sentencing law– the “Sentencing Code”. 
 
Submission deadline 26 January 2018 

 
Find out more 

https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/consultation-responses/lsb-regulatory-performance-assessment-consultation-law-society-response/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/consultation-responses/law-society-response-to-sra-corporate-strategy-2017-2020/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/consultation-responses/law-society-response-to-tackling-unfair-practices-in-the-leasehold-market/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/policy-campaigns/consultation-responses/law-society-response-to-the-consultation-on-guidelines-for-offences-of-child-cruelty/
https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/consultations/lttf-phase-two-handbook-reform.page
https://www.sra.org.uk/sra/consultations/lttf-better-information-consultation.page
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/special-guardianship-orders
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/wills/#wills-consultation
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/sentencing-code/
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