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Chapter Nine 

A R M A G E D D O N  –  
 T H E  G R E A T  W A R  1 9 1 4 – 1 9 1 8

“Your Committee note with pride and gratitude the long roll of members of 
the Society and the clerks of members who have volunteered and are serving 

their King and Country.” 

Report to members 28 January 1916 

To mark the beginning of the new century the London publishing 
house of George Allen had decided to bring out The Living Rulers of 

Mankind in twelve monthly parts – “A popular Biographical Account of 
all the living EMPERORS, KINGS and QUEENS of the WORLD and 
their Families, together with all the reigning PRINCES, PRESIDENTS, 
RAJAS, and SULTANS”. Its author, the Rev HN Hutchinson, BA, FGS, 
FRGS, previously responsible for “Extinct Monsters, Marriage Customs of 
Many Lands ETC, ETC”, clearly had broad interests. Nevertheless, the 
reverend polymath cannot have foreseen that within so few years of his 
panegyric the world of  EMPERORS, KINGS and QUEENS to say 
nothing of PRINCES … RAJAS, and SULTANS would be seriously 
diminished. True, with the benefit of hindsight, his judgment does seem 
to have been somewhat open to question in certain respects – his verdict 
on Kaiser Wilhelm II for example: “ … combining in himself several of the 
noblest types. He is, above all, brave, morally and physically, and honest” 
and commending him for “the purity of his motives and the loftiness of 
his ideals”. In 1914 the German, Austrian and Russian empires between 
them accounted for by far the greater part of central and eastern Europe. 
The Ottoman empire still had a toe-hold in SE Europe – and their 
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former territories in the Balkans, including Greece, were all independent 
kingdoms or principalities. The Scandinavian countries of Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark were all monarchies, as were the Netherlands 
and Belgium. Luxembourg was a Grand Duchy, Andorra, Monaco and 
Liechtenstein were Principalities and Italy and Spain were kingdoms, as 
of course was the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland whose 
King Emperor equally ruled over India and much else besides. Before the 
war, therefore, there were only three European countries flying the flag 
of a republic: France, Switzerland and Portugal, or four if you include the 
minuscule Republic of San Marino. Even Portugal had only joined the 
republican club very recently – as the result of a coup against its monarchy 
in 1910. 

On the face of it this was hardly a vote of confidence for republicanism1 
but sometimes in history a single event can precipitate momentous 
change. One such event was the assassination on 28 June 1914 in a small 
provincial town in Bosnia of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the Austrian 
Emperor’s nephew and heir to his throne. In little over a month it proved 
to be the catalyst which brought about a world war and changed both face 
and fate of Europe for ever. 

How precisely this came about has been the subject of endless analysis 
and debate by historians and politicians ever since. Was it somehow 
historically inevitable given the nature of European power politics in the 
second half of the 19th century or could it have been avoided if only the 
ruling classes of the day had been less insouciant? The more thoughtful 
and well-informed could see what was coming. In 1913 Pope Pius X 
had observed to a departing Brazilian ambassador2 that Europe would 
not get through 1914 without a major war – and yet so many seem to 
have been caught completely off-guard. In some ways the most surprising 
element in this most extraordinary disaster is that at the outset at least 
three of the five principal belligerents, the United Kingdom, Russia and 
Germany, were headed by sovereigns who were closely related: our own 
King George V and his cousins Nicky (the Tsar) and Willy (the Kaiser) 
whose mother, Victoria (1840–1901) Empress of Germany and Queen 
of Prussia was equally the eldest daughter of Queen Victoria and Princess 
Royal. Indeed, she was generally referred to in Germany as die Engländerin 
and normally spoke English in her own household. And although Franz 
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Jozef, the Emperor of Austria-Hungary may have regarded the German 
Kaiser with considerable reservations, if not disdain – a sentiment shared 
by Nicky’s English cousin King George – he was his ally, albeit somewhat 
reluctantly. At a purely personal level, Franz Jozef was on much more 
friendly terms with the British Royals and they with him. When the 
news of the assassination of Franz Ferdinand and his wife at Sarajevo first 
reached him on 28 June 1914 King George noted in his journal “Terrible 
shock for the dear old Emperor”. “Poor Emperor, nothing is he spared” 
noted Queen Mary a few days later.3 

In the light of subsequent events we can see that the post-war 
dismemberment of the Austro-Hungarian empire did not prove to be 
the solution to central European and Balkan problems that the optimists 
at the Versailles Peace Conference of 1919 had hoped. Equally, the 
assassination of the Tsar and his family and the overthrow of his empire 
did not do much for the Russian people either. Indeed, the whole titanic 
struggle produced no lasting settlement and merely stored up much worse 
problems for the future: the emergence of Hitlerite Germany which was 
to precipitate the second world war, the Stalinist terror in Russia and 
post-war Soviet expansionism from 1945 onwards, ethnic cleansing in 
the former Yugoslavia and the current Arab-Israeli conflict – all owe their 
origins in one way or another to that fateful assassination in Bosnia in the 
summer of 1914. 

The battle casualties were truly appalling – for Britain between 700,000 
and 800,000 altogether were killed either immediately on the field of battle 
or shortly afterwards. The figures are not precise because of problems of 
definition. The number of those severely and permanently wounded, was 
of course higher still and many of them were to die prematurely as a 
consequence of injuries or disease contracted as a result of war service. 

There were also some civilian deaths due to air raids. The Zeppelin 
attacks in particular lingered in the popular imagination, but these only 
accounted for 498 deaths. More civilians, 619 altogether, were killed in 
conventional attacks by aircraft. The biggest number of fatalities in one 
day occurred on 13 June 1917 when a total of 158 civilians lost their lives 
in Margate, Essex and London. Some civilian deaths were the result of 
naval shelling; Scarborough, Whitby and Hartlepool all suffered in this 
way. But even the casualty figures do not really convey the sheer size of 



166

the armies involved in the conflict – numbered in millions. The shortage 
of labour was dire, notwithstanding a huge influx of women doing “men’s 
work” as it had hitherto been regarded. In the latter stages of the war this 
was causing great difficulties for solicitors’ firms everywhere. 

There is comparatively little in the Society’s minutes and committee 
reports of the 1914 -1918 period to give much clue as to the seismic 
events occurring across the channel and indeed across the world but the 
effect on the day-to-day lives of members, their families and their staff 
was incredibly disruptive. The first indication we have of this disruption 
appears in the committee’s report to members at the 130th Annual 
Meeting on 28 January 1916: 

It will be noticed that your Committee has held very few meetings during 
the year, and as a matter of fact the war has dominated everything and it 
was felt that the early cry of business as usual was no longer suitable and 
that all extraneous business which could be avoided should be, so that 
your overburdened officials should not be distracted from the work which 
they had to carry on very shorthanded by work in connection with the 
Society, which might very fairly be left over to a more convenient season. 

The report goes on to note that the finances of the Society were in a 
healthy condition and that although subscriptions were down due to the 
fact that those of members serving with HM Forces had been remitted, 
this was more than counterbalanced by the fact that no dinner had been 
held. The penultimate paragraph of the report headed simply “The War” 
does, however, make it clear that the committee knew well-enough the 
sacrifice that so many members were enduring and would endure for 
another three years almost: 

Your Committee note with pride and gratitude the long roll of members 
of the Society and the clerks of members who have volunteered and are 
serving their King and Country. It is suggested that after the war their 
names should be inscribed on a board to be put up in the Law Library. 

Two years later, at the annual meeting of the Society held on 29 January 
1918, when the Battle of the Somme had taken its appalling toll, the 
Battle of Passchendaele had just passed its climax and the country had 
over a year’s experience of conscription, unlimited submarine warfare 
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with its threat of starvation and the dreaded novelty of air-raids, it was 
clear that “business as usual” was but a distant memory and there was still 
little prospect of a return to anything approaching normality. The main 
problem was manpower: 

Increasing difficulty having been found with regard to depletion of 
Solicitors Offices by the War, your Committee, in the month of October, 
decided to appoint an Advisory Committee, consisting of the whole of 
the members of the Committee of the Yorkshire Law Society to act with 
regard to such places in the North and East Ridings of the County of 
York as have not already appointed local Advisory Committees, for the 
purpose of assisting the Military Authorities in coming to conclusion on 
claims for exemption4 put in by Solicitors on behalf of themselves or their 
clerks. This Advisory Committee is now in working order. 

By this stage members of the Society, along with everyone else in the 
country, would have had no illusions whatsoever about the truly appalling 
casualties inflicted by this war of attrition. The suggestion of erecting a 
memorial in the Society’s library, first mooted two years earlier, was still 
very much in the committee’s mind: 

Your Committee propose to place in the Law Library a permanent record 
in the shape of a War Shrine, of those members of the Society or Clerks 
of members who have made in the war the supreme sacrifice by death. 
They also propose to place there a roll of all members and articled clerks 
of members who have joined HM Forces, with a record of all distinctions, 
honours and mentions of those who have gained them. 

On 11 November 1918 peace came at last following the failure of 
Ludendorff’s spring offensives. It had indeed been a war of attrition 
and thanks to the arrival on the scene of the American “doughboys”5 in 
sufficient numbers, 943,000 by the end of July, Germany’s fate was sealed: 
they had run out of men first but it was a tragic way to run a war for all 
concerned and, as we now know beyond all doubt, the ensuing peace in 
fact settled nothing and unsettled just about everything. It only remained 
for the Society to redeem its pledge.
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T H E  W A R  M E M O R I A L 

In the 1930s the term “Thankful Village” was coined to designate those 
English villages – the survey only extended to England – which were 
reckoned to have lost no inhabitants, in other words those whose men 
(and women) had gone off to war from that particular location and 
had all returned safely. As for all war casualties, there is inevitably an 
element of inexactitude – for example, as to how precisely one defines 
“inhabitant”. At most there were only 50 or so such villages and of these 
five were in Yorkshire, Catwick north of Beverley, Cundall near Thirsk, 
Helperthorpe in the Wolds, Norton-le-Clay near Ripon and Scruton 
near Northallerton. Author and journalist Arthur Mee, who coined the 
expression, said of the first, “thirty men went from Catwick to the Great 
War and thirty came back, though one left an arm behind.” Members 
of the Yorkshire Law Society and those associated with it, that is to say 
articled clerks and staff, were not so lucky and had rather less reason to 
be thankful as sixty-four went and seventeen failed to return at all. When 
hostilities were at last concluded the Society decided to commission a war 
memorial to commemorate all those who had lost their lives or who had 
served in “the war to end wars”. This was formally unveiled on 8 March 
1922 by Mr Commissioner Ashton KC, acting as Judge of Assize and a 
large gathering of members. Originally Bray and McCardie JJ, the two 
judges of assize were proposing to attend but in the event neither was able 
to be present. 

Brief biographical details of those who died are set out below, 
together with the names and regimental details of those who served but 
survived. The information is based on the Society’s own War Memorial 
supplemented by the Record of Service of Solicitors and Articles Clerks in His 
Majesty’s Service 1914-1919 (originally published by the Solicitors War 
Memorial Fund in 1920) together with details from the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission’s own records and a few other miscellaneous 
sources. The information is believed to be substantially correct but the 
Society would be glad to receive particulars of any errors or omissions. 

According to the Committee’s report to the Annual General Meeting 
held on 28 January 1914 the Society at that time consisted of 122 members 
and four honorary members (His Honour Fossett Lock, His Honour 
Judge Templar, WA Meek Esq, the ex-Recorder of York and HT Kemp 
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Esq, the Recorder of York). A further six members were admitted at that 
AGM, bringing the total of ordinary members to 128. Ten members lost 
their lives on the battlefield – nearly 8% of the total membership at the 
outbreak of war. If one adds the seven articled clerks who equally lost their 
lives one begins to have some notion of the sheer scale of the casualties. 
Its devastating effect on a relatively small professional community can 
scarcely be imagined. But then one has to take into account the number 
of members and staff who served in the armed forces and survived – a 
total of 48 altogether, making a grand total of 65 including those who 
died. 

The Committee minutes for 8 May 1922 record that the Hon Sec read 
out letters of thanks from relatives of those who had lost their lives for 
the photographs of the memorial which had been sent to them on behalf 
of the Society. 

Members who died 

Bushell, Horace Admitted January 1913. Practised in York. 
Joined September 1914 as Private in 21st Bn. 
Royal Fusiliers. Commissioned in Machine 
Gun Corps September 1916. Promoted to 
Lieutenant June 1917 and Captain March 
1918. Killed in action near Cherisy (Pas de 
Calais) 6 September 1918 and buried at Sun 
Quarry Cemetery 13km SE of Arras.

Dale, Alwynne Percy Admitted October 1906. Member 1911. 
Practised in Knaresborough and York. 
mobilised August 1914 as Captain in 5th Bn. 
West Yorkshire Regiment and subsequently 
promoted to Major. Awarded OBE. Served 
in France and killed in action 1 March 1917 
and buried at Queens Cemetery Bucquoy, Pas 
de Calais.
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Edmundson, Charles 
Robert Ewbank 

Admitted February 1914. Practised in Masham 
and Ripon. Joined as Private in Middlesex 
Regiment. Ten days later commissioned and 
attached to 8th Bn. Yorkshire and Lancashire 
Regiment. Promoted Lieutenant January 
1915, Captain February 1915. Killed at the 
Battle of the  Somme, 1 July 1916 and buried
at Adanac Cemetery, Miraumont, Somme. 
Awarded posthumous MC. 

Knowles, Frank Henry Admitted November 1911. Practised in York. 
Joined August 1914 as Captain in 5th Bn. 
West Yorkshire Regiment. Served in France. 
Killed in action at Bullecourt (Pas de Calais) 3 
May 1917. Grave unknown. Commemorated 
on the Arras Memorial along with 32,794 
others with no known grave. The First and 
Second Battles of Bullecourt in April and 
May 1917 were part of the ill-fated Nivelle 
Offensive, and fairly typical of their type – 
ie little was gained and the losses horrific. 
Of the British troops attacking on the other 
flank of the village of Bullecourt, consisting 
of the 2/6th West Yorkshires, only 100 men 
made it back to their trenches in one piece; 
all the others having been killed, wounded or 
captured.

Mackay, Donald Paley Admitted May 1909. Member of the firm 
Russell & Mackay of York. Mobilised 
August 1914 as Captain 1st/5th Bn. West 
Yorkshire Regiment and subsequently 
promoted Major. Served in France from 
April 1915 to October 1917. Killed in action 
at Passchendaele 9 October 1917. Grave 
unknown. Commemorated on the Tyne Cot 
Memorial 9km NE of Ypres.
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Robson, Edward Moore Admitted October 1912. Managing Clerk 
with Messrs Rider Heaton & Co of 8, 
New Square, Lincoln’s Inn. Joined 5th 
Bn. Yorkshire Regiment and subsequently 
promoted to Lieutenant and then Captain.  
Awarded MC. Served at home and in France 
and Belgium. Twice wounded. Killed in 
action 11 April 1918. Grave unknown. 
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, 
Hainaut, 12km S of Ypres.

Robson, Frank William Brother of above. Admitted August 1909. 
Practised in Pocklington. Mobilised August 
1914 as Captain in 5th Bn. Yorkshire 
Regiment. Went overseas in April 1915 
and slightly wounded at Battle of St Julien 
the same month. Promoted to Lt-Colonel. 
Appointed to command 6th Bn. Durham 
Light Infantry in 1917. Three times mentioned 
in dispatches and awarded DSO. Served at 
home and in France and Belgium. Killed 
in action 28 March 1918. Grave unknown. 
Commemorated on the Poziers Memorial, 
6km NE of Albert (Somme).

Turnbull, William 
Andrew 

Admitted 1902. Member, Turnbull & Sons, 
Scarborough. Joined 5th Bn. Yorkshire 
Regiment September 1914 and subsequently 
gazetted as 2nd Lieutenant in the same 
regiment. Wounded at Hooge in 1915. Killed 
in action 17 July 1916 and buried at La Laterie 
Cemetery, 7km S of Ypres.
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Thompson, Frank 
Charles 

Admitted April 1896. Practised in York. 
Mobilised as Captain in 5th Bn. West 
Yorkshire Regiment August 1914. Promoted 
Major 1915. Once mentioned in dispatches.   
Served in France from April 1915 to July 
1916. Reported missing at the Battle of 
the Somme 2 July 1916 and presumed to 
have been killed that day.  Grave unknown.  
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, 
one of 72,194 commemorated there with no 
known grave.

Ward, Cecil Wellesley Admitted 1906. Member of Cowling & 
Swift, York. Joined Royal Field Artillery as 
2nd Lieutenant. Served in Flanders. Killed in 
action there 12 September 1917 and buried 
at Lindenhoek Chalet Cemetry 9km SW of 
Ypres.

Articled Clerks who died 

Bromet, John Neville Articled to GA Bromet of Tadcaster. Joined 
Middlesex Bn. Public Schools & University 
Corps as Private September 1914. Gazetted 
2nd Lieutenant Royal Field Artillery October 
1914. Promoted Lieutenant July 1915. Served 
in France. Killed in action Gouzeaucourt 
(Nord) 15km SW of Cambrai 30 November 
1917.  Grave unknown. Commemorated at 
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, some 16km 
SW of Cambrai. Another officer ‘missing, 
presumed killed’ at Gouzeaucourt just two 
months earlier on 25 September that year was 
Mortimer Edward Harold Schiff, a Captain 
in the Suffolk Regiment and in civilian life 
a solicitor managing clerk at Stephenson 
Harwood & Co of Lombard Street. 



173

Unusually for an officer in the British Army 
at that time, he was of German parentage, his 
father Herman Schiff being a stockbroker’s 
agent in London, although Harold himself 
was born in London and a graduate of Jesus 
College Cambridge.

The village of Gouzeaucourt was one which 
had changed hands repeatedly in the course 
of the war. It had originally been occupied 
by the Germans in December 1914 who 
remained there until it was recaptured by 
the 8th Division in April 1917. Lost again 
seven months later in the German counter-
offensive of 30 November (the day on which 
Lt Bromet died), it was recaptured once more 
by the Irish Guards later the same day. Lost 
yet again on 22 March 1918, it was attacked 
without success by the 38th Welsh Division 
on 18 September. It finally changed hands for 
the last time following an attack by the 21st 
Division on 8 October, just over a month 
before the war’s end – only to be retaken 
by the Germans in May 1940 before finally 
falling to the Americans in September 1944. 
A Commonwealth War Grave Commission 
sign at Gouzeaucourt identifies a total of 
1,296 burials, subsequently reduced to 1,295. 
Of these, 1,181 were identified as British, 3 
as Canadians, 85 as New Zealanders, 24 as 
South Africans, 1 as Indian and 2 as Russians.

Dearden, Reginald Articled to HS Thompson, Harrogate. Joined 
4th (University and Public Schools)  Bn. 
September 1914, 21st Royal Fusiliers as 
Private. Went to France November 1915 as 
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 Divisional Cyclist with 33rd Division and 
in May 1916 joined 1st Bn. Cameronians 
(Scottish Rifles). Killed in action at High 
Wood, Mametz at Battle of the Somme 16 July 
1916. Grave unknown but commemorated on 
the Thiepval Monument.

Elmhirst, William Articled to CE Elmhirst of York. Joined 
9th Bn. East Yorkshire Regiment as 2nd 
Lieutenant. Promoted to Lieutenant and 
then Captain. Served at home and in France. 
Killed in action at Serre 13 November 1916 
and buried at Serre Road Cemetery No. 1, 
11km NNE of Albert (Pas de Calais).

Garbutt, Joseph 
Herbert

Articled to HE Harrowell, York. Joined 28th 
Bn. City of London Regiment (Artists Rifles) 
as Private. Promoted Sergeant October 1918. 
Served in France and Belgium. Killed in 
action at Harveng, Belgium 10 November 
1918 and buried, with two other soldiers of his 
regiment killed on the same day, at Harveng 
Churchyard south of Mons.

Hutchinson Hanley Admitted October 1913. Practised in Ripon. 
Joined 5th Bn. West Yorkshire Regiment as 
Lieutenant. Subsequently appointed Machine 
Gun Officer to Brigade. Served in France. 
Wounded 31 August 1917; died 1 September 
1917 and buried at Grevillers British Cemetery 
3km W of Bapaume (Pas de Calais).
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The Thiepval Memorial, 
designed by Sir Edward 
Lutyens, commemorates 
the 72,194 members 
of the UK and South 
African forces who died 
in the Somme sector 
before 20 March 1918 
and who have no known 
grave. Among them 
were Frederick Charles 
Thompson (missing, 
presumed killed on 2 
July 1916) and Reginal 
Dearden (killed in action on 16 July 1916). Members of other allied forces are 
commemorated in other memorials in the area.

Thiepval Memorial © CWGC

This tiny CWGC 
cemetery of just six graves 
forms part of the village 
churchyard at Harveng, 
near Mons. The grave 
of Sgt Joseph Garbutt 
(aged 24 and articled to 
HE Harrowell of York) 
is fourth from the left, 
buried here with two 
others of his regiment, all 
three killed in action on 10 
November 1918. Mons 

was where the war’s first serious engagement between British and German 
troops had occurred in August 1914. Just 7km to the north of Harveng is St 
Symphorien (mixed) military cemetery, the last resting place of both German 
and Commonwealth soldiers of the Battle of Mons where the slaughter had 
begun. Among those killed in that opening battle and who  lie buried there are 
Lt Maurice Dease, also aged 24, of the 4th Bn. Royal Fusiliers and Musketier 
Oskar Niemeyer of the 84th (German) Infantry Division, the first recipients 
respectively of the Victoria Cross and the Iron Cross in that conflict.

Harveng Churchyard © CWGC
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Morley, David Articled to JW Mills, Beverley. Joined 
Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders as Private, 
December 1914 and subsequently promoted 
Corporal. Gazetted 2nd Lieutenant 4th Bn. 
East Yorkshire Regiment and attached to 
13th Bn. December 1916. Served in France 
and Salonika and again in France. Killed near 
Arras 16 June 1917 and buried at Bailleul 
Road East Cemetery, St Laurent-Blagny (Pas 
de Calais).

Peters, Gerard Clerk with Collyer, Bristow & Co, 4, Bedford 
Row, London WC. Joined Inns of Court 
OTC as Private October 1915. Gazetted 2nd 
Lieutenant 6th Bn. Gloucestershire Regiment 
September 1916. Served in France. Died in 
action (heart failure through exhaustion) near 
Chaulnes 24 February 1917 and buried at 
Fouquercourt British Cemetery 35km E of 
Arras.

Perhaps the most poignant in many ways of all the deaths recorded on the 
Society’s War Memorial is that of articled clerk, Sergeant David Garbutt, 
killed in action on 10 November 1918, the day before the armistice – see 
entry on page 174 and illustration on page 175. A surprising number of 
men lost their lives at this time, many on the very morning of Armistice 
Day prior to the 11am cease-fire. In some cases they were the victims of 
obsessive officers, anxious for their moment of glory before an armistice 
which everybody knew was imminent. My own grandfather who had 
miraculously survived both the Battles of the Somme and Passchendaele, 
being wounded only once, almost certainly escaped death on that same 
day, 10 November, but only by an uncharacteristic refusal to obey orders. 
He and his unit had refused an order to carry out a suicide mission from 
just such an officer, determined to make his mark by capturing a bridge 
over a canal in Belgium defended by a fiercely determined German 
machine-gunner. With the armistice the following day, this mini-mutiny 
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was sensibly and quietly overlooked by someone higher up the chain of 
command. Had it occurred at any other time the mutineers would probably 
have been court-martialled, convicted and shot. 

Solicitor Members who served 
Anderson, Major HF  11th Sherwood Foresters 
Dodsworth, Captain B OBE  General Staff 
Green, Lt D, MC  Royal Garrison Artillery 
Green, Major W  East Yorkshire Regiment 
Haigh, Lt JJ, MC  5th Bn Yorkshire & Lancashire 

Regiment 
Hewitt, Lt AE  Home Staff 
Hall, Lt AH  Royal Army Flying Corps 
Hill, Lt EH  Royal Garrison Artillery 
Hunt, Capt J  4th Bn. North Lancashire 

Regiment 
Hunton, Capt WB  3rd Bn. Yorkshire Regiment 
Jones, Capt ES  York 
Maughan, Lt GH  Royal Field Artillery 
Pearson, Major HW  East Riding Yeomanry 
Pearson, Capt RT, MC  Royal Army Flying Corps 
Peters, Capt JC, MC  5th Bn. West Yorkshire 

Regiment 
Petty, Bombadier RS  Royal Garrison Artillery 
Proctor, Pte JN  Royal Army Medical Corps 
Puckering, Pte WE  Officers Training Corps 
Scott, Lt-Colonel HC  West Yorkshire Regiment 
Snowball, Major JS, MC  Machine Gun Corps 
Whitehead, Capt JL 3rd Bn.  Yorkshire Regiment 
Wilberforce, Lt-Colonel HH, DSO  Royal Army Flying Corps 
Green, 2nd Lt HS  East Riding Yeomanry 
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Solicitors with members 
Munby, JD 2nd Lt  MTRA 
Stewart, Capt DN  Welch Regiment 
Shaftoe, Capt HI  5th Bn. West Yorkshire 

Regiment 
Gaunt, Lt-Colonel A OBE  5th Bn. West Yorkshire 

Regiment 

Articled Clerks who served 
Brown, Lt HN  5th Bn. King’s Regiment 
Butterworth, Major J OBE  AP Corps 
Dawson, 2nd Lt W  Royal Air Force 
Dixon, Cpl M  Royal Garrison Artillery 
Dickinson, L/Cpl J  Royal Army Service Corps 
Gardner, Major GD, MC  IT Med 4th Bn. Yorkshire 

Regiment 
Gill, Capt RS  Royal Army Service Corps
Hesketh, Sgt S  Royal Air Force 
Hopkins, Air Mech H  Royal Air Force 
Johnstone, Pte WR  Officer Training Corps 
Kay, Lt W  5th Bn. West Yorkshire 

Regiment 
Kay, Pte WA  Royal Air Force 
Mackay, Capt K, MC  5th Bn. West Yorkshire 

Regiment 
Millhouse, Lt G  8th Bn. Yorkshire Regiment 
Procter, Capt AK  Royal Army Flying Corps 
Raworth, Lt RG  Royal Engineers 
Trundle, Capt AL, Croix de Guerre  RFA 
Turner, Capt GM  Royal Air Force 
Waddington, Capt HL  Royal Air Force 
Ware, Capt IN  RGA 
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Wood, Major RM  5th Bn. West Yorkshire 
Regiment 

The following report appeared in The Yorkshire Herald on Thursday 9 
March 1922: 

YORKSHIRE LAW SOCIETY MEMORIAL 
Unveiled by Mr Commissioner Ashton 
The Legal Profession’s Proud Record 

In the presence of a large gathering of members of the legal profession 
from all parts of the county, Mr Commissioner Ashton KC last evening 
unveiled the war memorial erected to the memory of the members of 
the Yorkshire Law Society who fought and fell in the Great War. The 
memorial, which is erected in a conspicuous position in the Law Society’s 
Library in Coney Street, takes the form of an oak triptych, the work of 
Messrs WH Smith and Sons. In the centre panel in gold lettering are 
recorded the names of eleven solicitors and seven articled clerks who made 
the supreme sacrifice, and surmounting the panel is the inscription:– 

THE YORKSHIRE LAW SOCIETY 
To the Glory of God 

AND IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF OUR 
BROTHERS WHO FELL IN THE 

GREAT WAR, 1914 – 1919 

The wing panels contain the names of the solicitors and articled clerks 
who served with the Forces. 

The Yorkshire Herlad report continues with the various names and regiments of 
those who died and those who served as they appear on the Society’s memorial. 

A RECORD TO BE PROUD OF 

Mr ER Dodsworth (President of the Yorkshire Law Society) presided 
at the unveiling at which the Commissioner was accompanied by his 
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Marshall, the High Sheriff of Yorkshire (Mr JL Dugdale) and the High 
Sheriff’s Chaplain. 

The President, before calling upon the Commissioner to perform the 
ceremony, said it seemed singularly appropriate that they should have 
the memorial unveiled by a direct representative of the King himself. The 
Yorkshire Law Society was celebrated for its antiquity, it approaching 
something like the 150th year of its reign. That there was considerable 
vigour and activity in the Society was shown by the fact that out of 124 
members at the commencement of the war, 65 joined up and went to fight 
for their country. It had to be remembered that out of the total number 
of members a large number were disqualified by age and other infirmities 
from joining up, so that made the proportion who did go still larger. It 
was very sad to think that one out of every four of the members who did 
go never returned. That was a very large proportion indeed compared 
with the mortality in the rest of the country. The members of the Society 
thought that by setting up a memorial they would provide inspiration for 
those who came after them in their profession to do their duty in the same 
way if called upon to do so. 

THE UNVEILING 

Mr Commissioner Ashton after unveiling the memorial, said Mr Justice 
Bray regretted very much his inability to be present. Although speaking 
on behalf of the Judges of Assize, he would rather also speak in his natural 
character, as a member of that branch of their great profession to which 
he belonged. He was probably the only barrister present and he was 
glad to think on behalf of that branch of the profession he could express 
sympathy with their branch of the profession in the City of York. In his 
own profession, in his own circuit they had quite a different memorial. 
They had – or he should say they were going to have – a statuette upon a 
pedestal, on which would be the names of those members of the circuit 
who fell. The difference between the two memorials was that in the 
barristers’ case, as they wandered around and were pilgrims on the circuit 
they would take the statuette with them. So just as the Law Society had 
erected a memorial in their own home to remind them with affection and 
pride of those who had fallen, they in his circuit took round with them 
their memorial of those whom they respected and loved. 
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The President thanked the Commissioner for unveiling the memorial 
and the ceremony concluded with the singing of the National Anthem.

(The Society’s memorial is currently (2016) on display at the Castle 
Museum, York as part of its special exhibition 1914: When the World 
Changed for Ever to mark the centenary of the First World War.)

N O T E S 
1.  Norway, which was only to achieve its peaceful independence from Sweden 

in 1905, held a national referendum which expressed a preference for a 
monarchy rather than a republic. The throne was then offered to Prince 
Carl of Denmark who, as Haakon VII, became the first king of a fully 
independent Norway in 586 years. 

2.  At a formal international level the position of the Vatican (technically 
distinct from the Holy See) in 1914 was anomalous. The territory of the Papal 
States, formerly constituting a large part of central Italy, had been forcibly 
incorporated into the Kingdom of Italy in 1870. This de facto incorporation 
had never been accepted by the papacy and the resulting diplomatic stand-
off came to be known as “the Roman Question”. It was only resolved by 
the Lateran Treaty of 1929 which created the international territorial entity 
now known as the Vatican City. At one level this might be fairly described 
as a statelet but nevertheless the nature of its relationship with the Holy See 
is such that it is very well placed to know what is happening in the world. It 
is for this reason that whatever their confessional position or whatever their 
theoretical or ideological reservations might be, over 170 states, including 
the United Kingdom, deem it useful to have diplomatic relations with it. 

3.  This was a reference to the succession of family misfortunes which Franz 
Jozef had suffered over the years – the execution of his brother Maximilian, 
the ill-fated Emperor of Mexico, by Mexican revolutionaries in 1867, the 
suicide of his son Crown Prince Rudolf with his mistress at Mayerling 
in 1889, the death of his sister-in-law Sophie in Paris in a disastrous fire 
which killed 200 people attending a Charity Bazar in Paris in 1897 and the 
assassination of his wife, the Empress Elisabeth the following year, stabbed 
to death by an Italian anarchist whilst she was on holiday for her health in 
Geneva. 

4.  Questions of exemption or deferment were also to cause acute problems for 
solicitors during the Second World War – see Chapter 11 p. 213-214. 
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5.  The origin of the term “doughboys” to describe American infantrymen, and 
by later extension, other members of the American military, is obscure but 
it certainly seems to have been in use at the time of the American-Mexican 
war of 1846-7. It was never used in a derogatory sense but did not survive 
into the Second World War when it was replaced by “GI” – “general issue”, 
assumed to be a reference to every item of equipment which they carried 
which, with typical soldiers’ irony, they then seem to have attached to 
themselves. Britain’s “Tommies” had a much older origin which did survive 
into the Second World War and beyond. It is thought to have come into 
general use in 1815 when an official publication used the name “Thomas 
Atkins” when providing guidance as to how to fill in a soldier’s pay book. It 
may have been in use much earlier.


