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 Appendix B

S O M E  F O R M E R  M E M B E R S

This appendix contains details of some former members of the Society 
which have been gathered from various sources selected partly at 

random and partly on available information. If any reader is able to supply 
additional information of general interest about former members which 
might be of interest, the Society would be glad to have it as an addition to 
its archives. A full list of members from 1786 to 2008 ia available on the 
Society’s website – www.yorkshirelawsociety.org.uk/home/history

I N D E X

Brook, John 1766-1851
Butterworth, (Sir)  

Alexander Kaye 1854-1946
Cobb, William Henry  

Crookenden 1917-1994
Dixon, Charles Robert 1920-2015
Dodsworth, Benjamin
 Charlesworth
 Ralph CBE, DL 1924-2014
Dodsworth, Ernest  

Ralph  1861-1939
Dryland, Michael  

Hubert 1927-2014
Dunnell, (Sir) Robert
 Francis Bt 1868-1960
Eddison, Edwin 1805-1867
Frost, Charles 1782-1862

Gibb, (Sir) George
 Stegmann Bt 1850-1925
Gilmour, Michael  

Hugh Barrie 1904-1982
Gray, Jonathan 1779-1835
Gray, William 1751-1845
Harrowell, Herbert
 Edward OBE 1880-1965
Hartley, John c.1763-c.1840
Leeman, George 1809-1882
Lockward, William 1778-1836
Mortimer, Timothy ?-1788
Munby, Frederick James 1837-1914
Newton, Henry c.1800-1881
Nicholson, Lucas ?-1819
Procter, Alfred 1861-1933
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Raworth, Edwin 1863-1925
Robson, Thomas 1855-1924
Seymour, George  

Hicks  1793-1872
Shannon, John 1918-2010

Spofforth, Robert 1740-1827
Stovin, Aistroppe 1766-1828
Townend, George c.1749-1812
Walker, William 1830-1897
Ware, Innes Nöel 1896-1994

Brook, John (1766 -1851)
John Brook was admitted as a solicitor in 1791 and became a member 
of the Society in the same year. He seems to have been well-connected 
because the following year he was appointed as county clerk and seal 
keeper for Yorkshire. He also had a number of other interests. At the 
time of Napoleon’s threatened invasion in 1803 he was a lieutenant 
in the Ouse and Derwent Volunteers. According to its chaplain, the 
Reverend Robert Elliott “The Corps was officered by the most respectable 
neighbouring Gentlemen, through whose zeal and disinterested attention 
to military duty and discipline, it deservedly obtained the highest degree 
of celebrity.”1 The corps had been raised and embodied at the sole expense 
of Richard Thompson of Escrick and was one of many such groups of 
volunteers prompted by a wave of patriotic fervour which had gripped 
the country as the threat of invasion increased. In 1812 he was joined 
in partnership in his office in Goodramgate by George Bulmer, the firm 
then becoming Brook & Bulmer, a practice which in due course became 
Ware & Co and now part of the present firm of Ware & Kay LLP. In 
1828 Brook & Bulmer moved from Goodramgate to larger premises at 
6 (now 9) New Street where they remained for many years. On Bulmer’s 
retirement in 1833, Brook continued in practice on his own until his 
godson, Henry John Ware,2 joined him in partnership in 1845. Brook 
died in 1851 and is buried in St Olave’s churchyard York.

He was the solicitor for, as well as being a close friend of, the 
distinguished York artist and member of the Royal Academy, William 
Etty, whose portrait of him (reproduced on p. 356) will be familiar to 
many as until recently it occupied a prominent position in the York City 
Art Gallery although not currently on display.
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Butterworth, Alexander Kaye (1854 -1946)
AK Butterworth was educated at Marlborough College and London 
University, taking his LLB there in 1877. The following year he was called 
to the Bar by the Inner Temple and subsequently worked in the office of 
the Solicitor of the Great Western Railway Company between 1883 and 
1890, being formally admitted as a solicitor in 1884 after relinquishing the 
Bar. After a year as Clerk of the Peace for Bedfordshire from 1890 -1891, 
he was appointed as solicitor to the North Eastern Railway Company 
in 1891 and admitted to the Society the following year. He remained 
a member until 1906 when he was appointed General Manager of the 
company, a position which he retained until 1921. Knighted in 1914, 
Butterworth’s responsibilities increased dramatically with the outbreak of 
war due to the NER’s extensive dock ownership in Hull. In 1919 he was 
awarded the Order of Leopold (officer class) by the King of the Belgians 
for valuable services rendered to the allied war effort. He was one of 
six prominent ‘railway’ solicitors who were members of the Society in 
addition to George Hicks Seymour, George Leeman, Alexander Gibb, 
Francis Dunnell and Michael Gilmour (q.v.) all of whom except Dunnell 
and Gilmour went into railway management. In his younger days he was a 
keen rugby player, captain of the Marlborough Nomads which eventually 
amalgamated with Rosslyn Park in 1911. Butterworth was also responsible 
for drafting ‘a revised code of laws for the Rugby Union Game’ and served 
for a time on the Rugby Union’s governing body. In the 1930s he was 
actively involved on behalf of the Pedestrian Association (now known as 
‘Living Streets’) to urge ‘no fault’ compensation for the victims of road 
traffic accidents – albeit excluding drivers and their passengers. The Road 
Traffic Act 1930 had raised the previous speed limit for all motor cars 
at all times from 20 mph and fatalities on the roads, mostly pedestrians 
and cyclists, were averaging 7,000 a year – very considerably more than 
in our own day. At first the government was sympathetic and a bill was 
introduced and passed in the House of Lords but then the government 
took fright and further progress was blocked.

Cobb, William Henry Crookenden (1917-1994)
William Cobb very much represented the continuity of so many York 
professional families. His father and grandfather had been solicitors in 
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the city (and members of the Society). Also, his great-grandfather, Henry 
Cobb (1790-1856) had been city sheriff (1825) and Alderman (1835) and 
his great-great-grandfather, John Cobb (1760-1830) had equally been 
city sheriff in 1822. Educated at Winchester College and New College 
Oxford (his father’s college), where he read jurisprudence, William 
graduated in the summer of 1939. He was able to start his articles with 
his father in August but it was an inauspicious start. The outbreak of 
war at the beginning of the following month was soon followed by his 
enlistment in the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment. Further disruption 
was to follow: just eleven days after he went off to join the colours his 
father died suddenly. In due course the articles were transferred but in 
the meantime William was serving with his regiment on the staff in 
India, Malaya and Java, eventually attaining the rank of major and being 
mentioned in dispatches. On his return from the war to resume his articles 
(which eventually were to spread over eight years) he was duly admitted 
both as a solicitor and as a member of the Society in 1948. By this time 
the family firm of Messrs WH Cobb & Son had been acquired by Messrs 
Gray & Dodsworth, in which William was offered and had accepted a 
partnership. This was the beginning of the firm of Gray Dodsworth & 
Cobb (subsequently Grays).

From 1948, the year of his admission, until 1959 William was Clerk 
to the Bulmer East magistrates, a position which his father had held 
until his sudden and unexpected death in 1939. At that point, at the 
beginning of the war and after hurried arrangements with the North 
Riding authorities responsible for county magistrates, Arthur Clayton, a 
member of the firm’s staff had been appointed as clerk. At that time it was 
possible for an unadmitted person to be appointed provided that they had 
assisted a justices’ clerk for a continuous period of ten years and Arthur 
was qualified on that basis. He himself, however, died in 1948 very shortly 
after William’s admission and so William could and did apply for the 
clerkship. On appointment, therefore, William found himself following 
not only his father’s rôle but his grandfather’s rôle also, the appointment 
effectively having been held by the firm since 1872. William was also 
joint under sheriff of Yorkshire from 1962 to 1982 and President of the 
Society for the year 1975-6.

His non-legal appointments included a brief period as a member of 
York City Council, and from 1946-1952 he was Hon Secretary of the 
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Purey Cust Nursing Home and from 1962-1987 he was a Fellow of the 
Woodard Corporation (Northern Division). Perhaps his main extra-
curricular interests involved York Minster. He was a devout Anglican and 
took a close and active interest in Minster affairs, being Hon Treasurer 
of the Friends from 1959-1972 and a trustee of the York Minster Fund 
from its foundation in 1967 until 1992. He also took a close interest in 
the Minster’s music. Following his retirement as a solicitor in 1982 he 
devoted himself to writing A History of Grays of York 1695-1988.3

Dixon, Charles Robert (1920 -2015)
Like Michael Dryland, (q.v.) Charles Dixon “was a York man through 
and through”. In this increasingly cosmopolitan world to describe anyone 
as being thus associated with a particular place can seem somehow to 
be a limiting factor but this is a modern and heretical notion. Roots 
are important and to be respected as part of everyone’s personality. 
Born in York and a pupil at Nunthorpe Grammar School, Charles’s 
early aspirations were to seek a vocation on the stage or in the ordained 
ministry of the Church. However, fate intervened in the form of a wholly 
unexpected offer of articles from John Hague, a York solicitor practising 
at the time from premises in Coney Street; he also generously offered 
to pay the stamp duty (£80) on Charles’s articles and a modest stipend 
during them. Inevitably, however, as for so many of his generation, his 
articles were interrupted by the war. He was married and called up in 
the same month of August 1940 and served throughout the war with 
the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, affectionately known as the 
KOYLIs. In 1944 his principal John Hague died but had providently 
arranged for a retired colleague to come out of retirement to ensure that 
the continuity of Charles’s articles would be safeguarded. On completion 
of his interrupted articles Charles was duly admitted on 1 November 1946 
and set up the practice known as Hague & Dixon, the name of Hague 
being retained out of respect for his first principal who had given him the 
chance to pursue a wholly unexpected career. Ten years or so later he was 
joined in partnership by Raymond Burn and the firm continued under the 
name of Hague, Dixon & Burn until 1 November 1980 when Raymond 
and his two sons left to set up the new firm of Burn & Co and Charles’s 
firm reverted to its original name which it still retains.



362

In the early 1960s whilst still developing the practice Charles 
(supported by his wife Mary) became a founder (Charter) member of 
York Lions Club of which he served as President and subsequently as 
District Governor and ultimately Chairman of the Council of Governors 
for the British Isles and Ireland. In addition to other charitable and 
community interests, Charles and Mary were also founder members 
of the York Committee of the National Society for Cancer Relief 
(now known as Macmillan Cancer Support) and Charles also served as 
committee member of and solicitor for a youth club then known as York 
Boys Club, now known as Door 84, as President of Heworth Amateur 
Rugby League Club and Clerk to the Feofees of St Lawrence Church. 
He was also involved in the establishment of the Abbeyfields Society in 
York in addition to his lifelong interest in amateur dramatics.

Professionally Charles was well known to many members of the Society 
as Clerk to the Bulmer East and Ouse and Derwent Petty Sessional 
divisions until their respective benches were amalgamated with that of 
the City of York. In that capacity he was particularly noted for his calm 
and courteous way in dealing with everyone who had occasion to deal 
with those courts – in whatever capacity. President of the Society for the 
year 1976-1977, he also served on four occasions as Under Sheriff of the 
City of York and was responsible in his later years for opening a branch 
office of Hague & Dixon at Pickering. There he acted for many years as 
church warden with local parish churches and (as long as he was able to 
do so) continued to pursue his interest in local amateur dramatics.

Dodsworth, Benjamin Charlesworth (Charlie) Ralph CBE, DL (1924 
-2014)
Charlie Dodsworth was the last bearer of that name to have practised 
as a solicitor in York. Not only were his grandfather, Ernest Ralph 
Dodsworth (q.v.), his father Benjamin Dodsworth (1882-1957) and 
his father’s cousin Sir Leonard Lumley Savage Dodsworth (1890-1968) 
solicitors in the firm that included their names but his great-grandfather’s 
brother, George Dodsworth (1805-1880) also practised in York at 4 High 
Ousegate York having been admitted as a member of the Society in 1827. 
The Dodsworths were a long established Yorkshire family, descended 
from Ralph Dodsworth of Beadlam of whom little is known except that 
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he died some time after 1696 leaving two sons, William Dodsworth of 
Sinnington (from whom all the Dodsworths who practised as solicitors 
were descended) and John Dodsworth of Nawton (1696-1778) who also 
left two sons, Ralph (1732-1794) and John (1738-1813) both of whom 
served as Sheriffs in York, Ralph in 1777 and John in 1787. In addition 
Ralph served as Lord Mayor in 1792. On William Dodsworth’s side of 
the family, his son George Dodsworth of Wheldrake (1754-1834), father 
of the solicitor George already mentioned, served as Sheriff of York in 
1804, his grandson Benjamin Dodsworth (1810 -1880) in 1847, as did 
his grandson Ernest Ralph Dodsworth in 1896 and his great-grandson 
Benjamin Dodsworth (Charlie’s father) in 1926. In other words no less 
than six Dodsworths served as Sheriffs of York at various times between 
1754 and 1926.

Unlike his father, Charlie was never Sheriff of York but he was for 
many years Under Sheriff of Yorkshire (a position equally held by his 
father) from 1957 until his retirement in 1988, so perhaps it was only 
natural that it was in this latter capacity that he became best known, 
not only in Yorkshire but to every High Court Judge that ever came to 
Yorkshire on circuit. The responsibility of the Under Sheriff was to act as 
deputy for the High Sheriff of the county (an annual appointment) both 
in respect of his ceremonial duties, in particular attending upon High 
Court judges on circuit, and his law enforcement duties, that is to say 
executing all judgments of the High Court. Until the abolition of capital 
punishment, these included executing sentences of death – an extremely 
uncongenial task of which both Charlie and his father had experience. 
However, by far the greatest part of their law enforcement duties, at least 
until the Courts Act 2003, was the execution of High Court judgments 
relating to debt – writs of fi. fa. as they were known (Lat. fieri facias – ‘cause 
to be done’). Enforcement involved seizing the goods of the judgment 
debtor or at least threatening to do so. This could give rise to interesting 
practical problems, eg if the goods in question involved live or perishable 
stock or there were issues as to whether they were in fact the property 
of the judgment debtor. Such work called for both speedy action and a 
detailed knowledge not only of a highly specialised branch of the law and 
equally (on the part of highly experienced sheriff’s officers) a sufficient 
degree of low cunning to counter the dodges and subterfuges of the less 
scrupulous debtors, combined with a scrupulous adherence themselves to 
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the letter of the law. Less frequent were writs of possession – cases where 
an unsuccessful defendant had been ordered to give up possession of land 
or premises of which he was in unlawful occupation but was refusing to 
do so. Occasionally these could lead to major confrontations as seen on 
television, involving not only the personal attendance of the under sheriff 
and the sheriff’s officers in ‘high-vis’ jackets but equally the sheriff’s posse, 
normally consisting in modern times of the local police.

A most gregarious man who was happy to assume a joint responsibility 
with the High Sheriffs for entertaining High Court judges on circuit, 
Charlie was a well-known and well-liked figure in Yorkshire but at the 
same time was scrupulous in performing his strictly professional as well 
as his ceremonial duties as Under Sheriff. Following the abolition of the 
Assizes in 1972 (and hence the Assize services) he was instrumental in 
securing the substitution of the Annual Legal Service in York Minster 
for the whole of the North Eastern Circuit, a practice which has been 
followed ever since. In recognition of his contribution to the Yorkshire 
shrievalty he was awarded a CBE in the 1987 New Year’s Honours.

Dodsworth, Ernest Ralph (1861-1939)
Dodsworth was admitted as a solicitor in 1881 at the age of 20 and 
to the Yorkshire Law Society two years later in 1883. He did not join 
Edwin Gray in partnership at 75 Petergate until 1885, although the firm 
remained as W & E Gray until 1891. By the unusually early age of 30 he 
had joined the board of the York Union Banking Company which was 
eventually to become part of Barclays Bank in 1902. He continued to 
serve as a director of the bank for some years, both on the central board in 
London and as chairman of the local board in York. On one occasion as 
President of the Society in 1922-3, he marked his presidency by inviting 
all the unadmitted legal staff, including two clerks at the Probate Registry 
and the principal clerk at the High Court and County Court District 
Registry in York, to a dinner.

Dryland, Michael Hubert (1927-2014)
Michael was a York man through and through. He was born in York, 
worked in York for most of his professional life, married a York girl, 
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brought up his family in York, played sport for York served his articles in 
York and and finally died there peacefully in the house which had been 
his home for 50 years. For some such a life might possibly have proved 
somewhat restrictive but that was not Michael’s style for he had many 
interests, most notably music, having won a top music scholarship at 
Worksop College in 1940 at the age of 13, following a choral scholarship 
at King’s College Cambridge and before going on to gain a choral 
exhibition at Exeter College Oxford in 1944. Michael’s studies, however, 
as with so many of his generation, were interrupted by the war and three 
years service in the Royal Navy much of it on minesweeping duties on 
HMS Bamburgh in the North Atlantic. In 1947 he was able to return to 
Exeter College to read Jurisprudence, graduating in 1949.

Back in York, Michael was articled to Innes Ware (q.v.) of Ware, 
Warner & Knowles. After qualification as a solicitor and brief sojourns 
in Bradford and Scarborough, he returned to York as a partner in the 
firm of Gillings, Walker & Dryland. Before very long, however, he was 
invited back to the firm where he was articled which in the meantime 
had become Ware & Peters and where he was eventually became senior 
partner. In addition to his music, his other interests outside the practice 
of the law were all followed with enthusiasm and dedication, including 
those of an all-round sportsman (rugby, hockey, tennis), Member and 
and some time Master of the Company of Merchant Taylors and a close 
involvement and trusteeship of the York Sea Cadets.

Dunnell, Robert Francis (1868-1960)
An alumnus of Rossall School, Francis (Frank) Dunnell was admitted 
in 1891 and joined the Society in 1892 as a young solicitor in the legal 
department of the North Eastern Railway Company. By 1900 he had 
been promoted to Assistant Solicitor to the company, Solicitor in 1905 
and also Company Secretary in 1906 – the same year that George Gibb 
(q.v.) joined the Board. In 1917 the company lent his services to the 
Admiralty where he became Assistant Secretary and Secretary to the 
British Naval Mission to Washington. At the end of the war he was 
appointed Secretary to the Demobilisation Section of the War Cabinet 
and in the following year First Secretary and Solicitor to the newly 
created Ministry of Transport and at the same time appointed Knight 
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Commander of the Order of the Bath. It was 1921 before he was able 
to return to his old company. But the days of the North Eastern and the 
myriad independent railway companies in Britain were numbered. With 
very minor exceptions all were amalgamated with effect from 1 January 
1923 into ‘the big four’ of which the London & North Eastern was 
one. Sir Francis Dunnell Bt (he had received his baronetcy in 1921 for 
services to the Ministry of Transport) was appointed Chief Legal Adviser 
to the newly amalgamated company, a position which he retained until 
his retirement in 1928 when he finally relinquished his membership of 
the Society. Throughout the time of his secondment to the Admiralty, 
the Demobilisation Section of the War Cabinet and the Ministry of 
Transport he had maintained his membership. Even on retirement from 
the LNER his career was not over. In 1930 he was appointed a Railway 
and Canal Commissioner. In 1947 he moved to Nairobi where he spent 
the remainder of his life.

Eddison, Edwin (1805 -1867)
Edwin Eddison had practised as a solicitor in Leeds ever since joining 
Richard Payne in partnership in 1826. Payne had been in practice there on 
his own account since 1816. This partnership was to mark the beginning 
of the firm which was eventually to become Ford & Warren. We do not 
know what prompted Eddison to join the Society in 1855 when he had 
already been in practice in Leeds for nearly thirty years. What we do 
know is that another Leeds solicitor, William North, who had been in the 
practice known as Payne, Eddison, North & Ford also joined the Society 
on the same day. North, however, had left the partnership with Payne, 
Eddison & Ford in the previous year, 1854, to set up in business with his 
son James. We equally know that North was proposed for membership 
of the Society by the prominent York-based railway solicitor, George 
Leeman (q.v.) – so possibly there was some railway connection. He 
became the Society’s President in 1863.

But whatever his connection with York and the Yorkshire Law 
Society, his interest in Leeds was significant and definite. He served for 
some years as its Town Clerk from 1837, kept a farm at Adel where 
he practised animal husbandry and was closely involved in the founding 
of the Leeds Zoological and Botanical Gardens in Headingley which 
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opened in the same year that he became town clerk. The idea behind it 
was suitably earnest and Victorian: “no one can fail to have observed how 
whilst the wealth, importance and population of this town has gradually 
increased, the opportunities for public recreation have in ratio diminished” 
was how the promoters put it. They were equally convinced that their 
project would “provide elevated pastimes for the operative classes and 
wean them from their grosser pursuits”. All that remains to be seen today 
of this worthy attempt to elevate the pastimes of the operative classes 
of Leeds and wean them from their grosser pursuits are the bear pits in 
Cardigan Road Headingley, restored in 1966 by the Leeds Civic Trust. 
The venture was never a financial success, possibly owing to protracted 
disputes as to whether it should be open to the public on the Sabbath4 
and it eventually closed in 1858. Eddison was also a member of the Leeds 
Philosophical and Literary Society and in 1833 he read a paper to its 
members entitled Observations on the Crime and Increase of Crime, with 
Suggestions for an Alteration in the Laws respecting Prison Discipline and 
Colonial Transportation.

Frost, Charles FSA (1782-1862)
Charles Frost was the son of Thomas Frost (who joined the Society in 
July 1788). Again, as in the case of Edwin Eddison, there seems to be 
no record of when Charles Frost became a member of the Society but, 
like Eddison, he presumably did so as he was President in 1812. He 
followed his father as solicitor to the Hull Docks Company and was to 
hold this post for thirty-three years. He was also a noted antiquary and 
President of the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society for a total of 
ten years between 1830 and 1855. As a result of his research he was able 
to correct a universal misapprehension as to Hull’s origins. Generations 
of historians, including William Camden had attributed its foundation 
to King Edward I but Frost had been able to establish that it was in fact 
much earlier. It was also largely through his efforts that Hull acquired 
one of its most outstanding 19th century buildings, the Royal Institution 
in Albion Street opened by Prince Albert on 24 October 1854. It was to 
be a great loss to Hull when it was bombed to destruction in the course 
of a Luftwaffe raid on 24 June 1943. For a number of years Frost was 
also President of the Hull Subscription Library which had its base in 
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the building as did the Literary and Philosophical Society. The later still 
flourishes, albeit without a permanent home. He was clearly an energetic 
man of many parts, actively engaged in his legal practice until just ten days 
before he died at the age of eighty. Charles Frost was a member of the 
sub-committee appointed by the Society in 1814 to make representations 
to the authorities in London about costs and indeed it was the father 
and son’s case of Atkinson v Sadler which was subsequently used as a test 
case on a review of taxation.5 He subsequently published a book about 
payments to witnesses with the rather unwieldy title Considerations on the 
Propriety of Making a Remuneration to Witnesses in Civil Actions for Loss of 
Time (London 1815). It has been digitally re-published by Google Books 
in 2013 and 2015.

Gibb, George Stegmann (1850-1925)
In their Annual Report presented to members on 12 February 1926 the 
Committee had occasion to report the death of Sir George Stegmann 
Gibb. Although he had ceased to be a member of the Society and indeed 
to practise as a solicitor some years previously, they were surely right to do 
so. An alumnus of Aberdeen Grammar School and London University, 
Gibb had joined the office of the solicitor to the Great Western Railway 
in 1877. In 1882 he had been appointed solicitor to the North Eastern 
Railway Company, joining the Society that same year. By 1889 he was a 
member of its committee and served in that capacity for several years. His 
career, however, was to develop along railway management rather than 
legal lines. In 1891 he was appointed General Manager of the NER and 
quickly made his mark, joining the Board in 1906, having been knighted 
two years earlier.

It had been Gibb who had persuaded the NER directors six years 
earlier to authorise the construction of what has become a lasting 
memorial on York station and numerous others on the old North Eastern 
Railway’s territory, from Berwick almost to Rotherham and from Carlisle 
to Withernsea: the impressive tiled map facing the tracks on the main 
concourse. How many of the Society’s members, one wonders, must 
have passed through York station over the years – and indeed how often 
– without realising that one of its notable landmarks owes its existence 
to one of their own? Constructed of sixty-four 8" x 8" glazed tiles with 
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further 8" x 4" tiles depicting the company’s name at the top, it is a striking 
example of the exuberant commercial confidence of the age. It was not 
merely in railway décor and PR that Gibb’s reputation was to rest. He 
was equally noted for his progressive views on equipment and operations. 
In 1902 he inaugurated a massive reorganisation of the company’s traffic 
department based on the best American practice following a study tour 
in the US the previous year. Much railway management in late Victorian 
Britain is generally thought to have been weak and lethargic. As a recent 
study in 20076 observed “If railway companies generally have been seen 
as badly run, the North Eastern Railway has been seen as an outstanding 
exception, at least from the point when George Gibb became General 
Manager in 1891.”

When Gibb eventually turned his attention to the London 
Underground even The New York Times reported his appointment by the 
board of the Underground Electric Railways Company7 as their Deputy 
Chairman and Managing Director and Chairman and Managing Director 
of the Metropolitan District Railway Company. “He is accounted one 
of the most successful and up-to-date railroad officers . . . He is a man 
of wide attainment and has been noted in England for his progressive 
policies in railroad affairs. As manager of the North Eastern Railway he 
introduced the American system of ton and passenger mile statistics and 
during five years effected an increase of 52% in the freight train loads of 
his road.” In one respect, at least, he seems to have been ahead of the 
Americans because the report continued “The autocar system for branch 
line passenger traffic now being taken up in this country was another of 
his innovations in England.”

When members of the Society are travelling on the London 
Underground, especially on the Bakerloo and Piccadilly lines, they may 
care to reflect that a former member was closely involved in the pioneering 
work of ‘the tube’.

Gilmour, Michael Hugh Barrie (1904-1982)
Michael Gilmour joined the Society in March 1953, having qualified as a 
solicitor in 1929. He remained a member for over ten years whilst based 
in York. As in the case of several other members mentioned here, he was 
to achieve high distinction either as a ‘railway’ solicitor or in senior railway 
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management. Until nationalisation of the main railway companies by 
the post-war Labour government under the Transport Act 1947 which 
took effect in 1948, he had been solicitor to the Great Western Railway 
Company and a member of its board at a comparatively early age whereas 
the solicitors to the three other mainline railway companies were nearing 
retirement. He was therefore a strong candidate for the appointment, 
made in April 1949, as Chief Solicitor to the newly created British 
Transport Commission, the railway component of which (less London 
Transport) subsequently became the British Railways Board with effect 
from 1 January 1963. From 1943 until his death he was a member of the 
Garrick Club where he was a regular attender when in London.

After leaving York he was based at the British Railways Board’s 
headquarters at 222, Marylebone Road in London where he was 
instrumental in establishing a distinct policy for dealing with claims 
against the Board. He strongly disapproved of the common practice, 
adopted by the less reputable insurance companies, of knowingly making 
inadequate offers to claimants in the hope that they would be accepted by 
the desperate or the ill-advised. His approach was to make fair and realistic 
offers once a proper assessment could be made – eg in a personal injury 
case. If the Board’s offer was not accepted, there was a prompt payment 
into court which was rarely, if ever, increased unless new evidence came 
to light. Solicitors acting for the railway unions soon got the message and 
accordingly advised their clients that if they chose to refuse a payment 
into court, they should not assume that any further payment in would be 
made, nor that they could expect any better if the case went to trial. It was 
a sound policy which led to quicker fair settlements and a considerable 
reduction in costs overall.

Gray, Jonathan (1779-1835)
Jonathan Gray was the second of no less than five members of the Gray 
family to have been members of the Society, to have borne the ‘Gray’ 
name and practised in York. Further, although they did not bear the Gray 
name, three other members of the Society were descended from the first 
William Gray (q.v.), namely Cecil Henry Cobb (1867-1939), William 
Henry Crookenden Cobb (1917-1994) (q.v.) and Benjamin Charlesworth 
(Charles) Ralph Dodsworth (1924-2014). The last two, William Cobb 
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and Charles Dodsworth were both in due course to become partners in 
the firm which was to perpetuate the Gray name.

Jonathan, although outlived by his father William by ten years, was a 
man of many parts and managed to achieve much in his comparatively 
short professional career.8 A foundation director of the York County 
Savings Bank (1816) subsequently part of Lloyds TSB and (since 2013) 
TSB Bank plc, the Yorkshire Fire and Life Insurance Company (now 
part of the Norwich Union/Aviva (1824), he established and made 
considerable contributions to the Yorkshire Gazette (1819). He was also 
the first Hon Treasurer of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society founded in 
1822 by his partner, Anthony Thorpe, together with William Salmond, a 
retired colonel and amateur geologist, James Atkinson, a retired surgeon 
and William Vernon, son of the Archbishop of York. In his capacity as 
Hon Treasurer Jonathan was closely involved in the British Association9 
(subsequently the British Association for the Advancement of Science 
and now the British Science Association) having its inaugural meeting 
in York on 27 September 1831 and the Society now operates as a branch 
office of the Association. In 1829 the York Philosophical Society had 
been responsible of establishing the Yorkshire Museum and subsequently 
developing what are now known as the Museum Gardens. In 1961 both 
the Museum and the gardens were transferred on trust to York City 
Council.

Jonathan also took a close interest in the reform of ‘lunatic asylums’ 
as they were then known. Together with Samuel Tuke, and two other 
public spirited men he had led a campaign against the management of 
the York Asylum and the abusive régime practised there at the time. In 
May 1814 he was in attendance at parliamentary committee meetings 
connected with the passage of a bill which resulted in the County Asylums 
Amendment Act (55 Geo.3 c.46). The following year he published A 
History of the York Lunatic Asylum. If that were not enough, he also found 
time to be a Committee member of the York Musical Society, founded 
in 1765 and the oldest musical society in England which promoted three 
York Music Festivals (1823, 1825 and 1828).

Like his father William, Jonathan was an active member of the Society 
and served as President in 1817-1818. With two other members he 
was on the delegation dispatched to London in March 1815 to make 
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representations about costs and which resulted in the First Report of 
the Committee for obtaining an Augmention of the Allowance of Costs de 
Incremento10. In 1817 the Society presented Jonathan with a handsome 
silver tankard,11 suitably inscribed, in recognition of his services. About 
sixty years later it was returned to the Society by Jonathan’s son William 
and nowadays it makes a regular appearance on the top table on the 
occasion of the Society’s annual dinner.

Gray, William (1751-1845)
William, a founder member of the Society – see portrait on p. 356, was the 
father of Jonathan Gray (q.v.). Son of a weaver and a farmer’s daughter 
in the East Riding, he had left school at twelve and found employment 
with a local attorney, William Iveson, as a ‘writer’. William’s father had 
paid a premium of 25 guineas for his articles but by modern standards 
they seem to have left much to be desired. He received little instruction 
or supervision from his principal who on one occasion when he was away 
in London for three months left William in sole charge of the office. 
William arrived in York from Hedon in 1772 before his articles had 
expired with a few personal possessions and just £3 in cash, all that was 
left of a loan of £10 or £15 from his former principal. He was lucky; he 
was acquainted with the Town Clerk of York, George Townend (q.v.) a 
Hull man who had moved to York and who was responsible for arranging 
the transfer of articles to John Graves a York attorney. Graves, whose 
practice was not very active, was generous and paid him an allowance 
of £60 pa. William quickly made his mark; admitted as an attorney in 
1774, Graves immediately offered him an equal partnership. It was not 
clear, however, that this would equal his previous salary and again, very 
generously, Graves promised to make up the difference in the event of 
a shortfall. He need not have worried; thanks to William’s diligence 
the partnership was to prosper. This was the beginning of a remarkable 
example of family continuity in the firm that bears its name to this day: 
Grays of York. Descendants of the first William Gray were partners in it 
continually from 1774 until the retirement of Charles Dodsworth (q.v) 
in 1987.
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Harrowell, Herbert Edward OBE (1880-1965)
Son of a Methodist minister, Herbert Harrowell was admitted in 1906 
and joined the Society in 1909, setting up his own practice, at first in 
Coppergate and later in Parliament Street. Like many enterprising and 
energetic solicitors of the period, he was active in the civic, charitable 
and business life of the city. He represented Clifton Ward on York City 
Council for twelve years, becoming City Sheriff in 1927 and Lord Mayor 
for two separate terms of office in the 1930s. He was awarded the OBE 
for civic services in the birthday honours in 1937, the year after joining the 
York bench as a JP and in due course becoming its Chairman. For over 30 
years he was the Hon Secretary of the RSPCC and other active charitable 
interests included the chairmanship of the York Branch of the English 
Speaking Union, the presidency of the York Blue Coat School for Boys 
and York Grey Coat School for Girls. He was also clerk of the Feoffees 
of St Martin’s and St Helen’s and treasurer of the York Auxiliary Bible 
Society. Although towards the end of his life he relinquished many of 
his public appointments, he continued to be involved with the Merchant 
Taylors’ Company until his death. It was during his time as Clerk between 
1934 and 1961 that the Company’s Hall underwent extensive restoration 
to become one of York’s significant tourist attractions.

In his legal practice (which bears his name to this day) he was energetic 
and innovative. He pioneered the ‘open practice’ of being available to all 
comers on Saturday mornings to coincide with York’s weekly market.

Hartley, John (c.1760 – c.1840) 
John Hartley practised in Settle and became a member of the Society in 
March 1800, serving as President in 1816. On 25 April 1788, acting for 
a Mr Caley, one of the purchasers of part of the Wennington Estate in 
North Lancashire, he had spent the night at Hornby Castle in connection 
with the completion. There he had been joined by a number of solicitors 
acting for other purchasers, the intention being to complete the matter 
all together the following day. The lawyers concerned all had dinner 
together where they has been joined by their host, the estate owner and 
vendor John Marsden. The transaction was ultimately to involve Hartley 
as a witness in one of the great causes célèbres of late Georgian England 
– Tatham v Wright reported in part at 2 Russ & Mylne 1. It eventually 
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transpired that Marsden had been of unsound mind for many years, being 
looked after by his aunt. The defendant in the proceedings was George 
Wright the steward employed on the estate. Wright, who had started 
in service as a shoe-boy, kitchen boy and butler before his appointment 
as steward, afterwards became the aunt’s lover. At the start of the affair 
Wright was twenty-two and the aunt, Mrs Cookson, a widow of fifty-
three. When Marsden died in 1826 he was found to have left a will leaving 
the entire estate to . . . George Wright. Predictably the will was contested 
by the deceased’s cousin and heir-at-law, Admiral Sandford Tatham. The 
litigation,12 which was to rumble on for twelve years, involved no less 
than four trials, one in York, before the plaintiff finally succeeded, having 
incurred legal costs of about £20,000 to secure an inheritance which was 
estimated to produce £8,000 a year.

In the proceedings at Lancaster in August 1834, before Baron Gurney 
and a special jury, over forty-six years after that pre-completion dinner 
at Hornby Castle in 1788, Hartley found himself giving evidence about 
it. It was notable for a reply that he gave under cross-examination to 
the defendant’s counsel (Mr Pollock, Attorney-General for the County 
Palatine of Lancaster) when Hartley observed about a subsequent incident 
involving the defendant ‘the only satisfaction I had was taking Wright by 
the nose and telling him that he was a forsworn villain; that was in coming 
down from the castle’. Counsel was clearly disconcerted by the witness’s 
unflattering opinion of his client and responded, somewhat lamely, ‘You 
took Mr Wright by the nose and told him he was a forsworn villain?’ ‘A 
forsworn villain.’ ‘I am obliged to you – that was not in my instructions. 
I wish to keep nothing back.’ The admiral was ultimately successful 
in having the will set aside but it was a struggle, the ‘forsworn villain’ 
Wright using every subterfuge known to the creaking legal system of the 
day to obfuscate and delay proceedings. In 1837 they even reached the 
House of Lords and became an authority on the admissibility of hearsay. 
Throughout they were a lively and enduring topic of conversation in the 
drawing-rooms and clubs of the day.13 Even the Prince of Wales became 
involved, lending his support to the embattled admiral.
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Leeman, George (1809 -1882)
Son of a greengrocer, George Leeman joined the Society in July 1839, 
having been qualified as a solicitor in 1835 following articles to another 
York solicitor (not a member of the Society) Robert Henry Anderson. 
In due course he became senior partner in the firm of Leeman and 
Wilkinson with offices in York and Beverley. His name must be known 
to virtually the entire population of York and many of its visitors from all 
over the world as he is commemorated in the name of one of its principal 
streets in which is to be found the National Railway Museum. But even 
to those who are aware of the identity of the man from whom ‘Leeman 
Road’ takes its name, he is probably better known for his connection 
with politics and railways than as a solicitor. In York his name is always 
associated with that of his arch-rival George Hudson, the ‘Railway King’. 
The animosity between these two men was to dominate York politics in 
the middle years of the 19th century. Even today the battles are still being 
waged by proxy.14 In 1849 Leeman succeeded Hudson as Chairman of 
the York, Newcastle and Berwick Railway and promoted the mergers 
which created the North Eastern Railway Company in 1854 of which he 
then became a director which he remained until his death in 1882, being 
its chairman from 1874 to 1880. His other business interests included 
the development in the 1860s of iron ore mining in Rosedale to supply 
the steel works of Teeside and chairmanship of the Yorkshire Banking 
Company and a directorship of the Yorkshire Herald newspaper. In the 
course of his legal and business career he also managed to be a member 
of the city council (including 28 years as an alderman) and to represent 
York in parliament from 1865 to 1868 and again from 1871 to 1880. As 
far as I am aware he is the only member of the Society ever to have had 
a public statue erected in his honour in 1885 – the one familiar to many 
York residents on Station Road by York sculptor George Milburn paid 
for by public subscription following his death.

Lockwood, William (1778-1836)
A founder member of the Society from Easingwold, Lockwood was 
himself son of an attorney, also called William, with whom he served 
his articles, although it seems that at one time he had ambitions to go to 
university and the Bar. However, he seems to have earned a comfortable 
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living as an Easingwold attorney. On his death in 1836 he left an 
estate valued at £14,000 – well over £1M in today’s money or £10M by 
comparison with average earnings of the period. However, the Lockwood 
family was clearly prosperous – their family home still faces the market 
square at Easingwold. William seems to have been quite a practical man, 
his talents extending to the preparation of plans and valuations, tasks 
which nowadays would be undertaken by a surveyor or valuer. He even 
records in his diary for 25 February 1796 ‘Papered a Room in the other 
House’ – the Lockwoods owned two properties in the Market Square. 
Admittedly he was an articled clerk at the time but even so, such DIY 
activity seems slightly unusual for an aspiring 18th century professional 
man. His practice survived to modern times under the name of Hileys 
(part of Harrowells since 2011) which also had an office in Thirsk.

Mortimer, Timothy (? -1788)
Mortimer, admitted to the Society on 13 March 1787, was the second 
President of the Society after George Townend that year. He clearly 
took an immediate and active interest in the Society’s affairs: his is 
the first signature on the Society’s first petition to parliament but died 
barely a year later. The Gentleman’s Magazine for 1788 records his death 
at York after a short illness and described him as “an attorney of great 
eminence, extensive practice and universal good character”. His practice 
was sufficiently extensive in 1786, the year of the Society’s foundation, to 
send his son Charles to school at Rugby.

Munby, Frederick James (1837-1914)
At the time of his death in 1914 FJ Munby can justly be regarded as 
the father of the profession in York, having been admitted in 1860. He 
had become a member of the Committee and Hon Secretary in 1883, a 
position which he held until 1894, the year when he became the Society’s 
President, an office which he again held in 1910, his Jubilee Year in the 
profession. It was during his first presidential year that he inaugurated 
the scheme later to be known as The Yorkshire Board of Legal Studies. 
In its early stages it was not met with the enthusiasm which he thought 
was its due and he suffered to some extent the proverbial fate of a prophet 
in his own country. But as the Committee was to report to the Society’s 
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members following his death “Mr Munby . . . when he once fully took 
up a cause which appealed to him, was a person of singular tenacity of 
purpose, and at the risk of being, and at the risk of being looked upon 
as a man with a hobby, he continued to push his scheme forward, and 
gradually gathered round him a body of men interested both in law and in 
education, and with their assistance and as their pioneer he succeeded in 
establishing Schools of Law at the Leeds and Sheffield Universities, and 
so induced the Law Society not only to support the Yorkshire Board but 
to establish similar Schools of Law in conection with the London and the 
Manchester Universities.” Munby’s interest in education also prompted 
him in 1903 to join with others, notably the Yorkshire Philosophical 
Society, in proposing the establishment of a Victoria University of 
Yorkshire, clearly with an eye to having a university based in York but this 
was one project too far and the city had to wait a further sixty years before 
that could come to fruition. Nevertheless he was to remain Chairman of 
the Yorkshire Board of Legal Studies until his death.

Munby also held the office of Clerk to the Justices for the City of York 
from the death of his father, Joseph Munby (his immediate predecessor) 
in 1875 until his resignation in 1910 which for some years he combined 
with the clerkship to the Justices of the Eastern Ainsty Petty Sessional 
Division. However, the office of which he was undoubtedly most proud 
was that of Clerk to the Yorkshire County Committee, an important but 
almost forgotten body which continued to exist until the final abolition 
of the Assize system as recommended by Lord Beeching and to which 
effect was given by the Courts Act 1971. Before the Local Government 
Act 1888 (which for the first time created county councils as a tier of 
local government) Munby had been Clerk to the Yorkshire Court of Gaol 
Sessions but S64(5) of the 1888 Act had provided that in the case of 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire which were divided into ridings or parts there 
should be County Committees – corporations with perpetual succession 
and a common seal with power to acquire and hold land for the purposes 
of their constitution ‘without licence in mortmain’. The Yorkshire County 
Committee thus became responsible for the ownership and management 
of the assize courts and the Judges’ Lodgings. It was Munby’s proud boast 
that he was the sole representative official of the County of York, the 
other county officials being only representatives of Ridings.
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Like so many solicitors Munby did not confine his attention merely 
to the law; he equally had extensive charitable interests. These included 
a dedicated involvement with the Wilberforce School for the Blind or 
the Wilberforce Memorial as it was originally known. It had been set up 
in 1833 in memory of William Wilberforce immediately following his 
death in that year and held its first half-yearly meeting in August 1834. 
His father Joseph (also a member of the Society) had been Hon Secretary 
from the beginning and attended that first meeting in the Guildhall 
when William Gray (q.v) took the chair. At that point a total of £4,195 
(roughly £200,000 in today’s money) had already been raised by public 
subscription. On his father’s death in 1875 FJ Munby followed him as 
Hon Secretary to the school and after 75 years of joint secretaryship he 
had been presented with a testimonial to mark the fact. In the event that 
was to continue for a further seven years, making it a continuous period 
of 82 years.

Another charitable involvement was the Boys’ Industrial School 
which Munby served as Hon Secretary for a number of years. More 
controversially, he was a leading figure in the management of the York 
Refuge for Fallen Women. Many ‘respectable’ people in late Victorian 
society would doubtless have looked askance at a solicitor who interested 
himself in such a subject and it is perhaps significant that the Committee 
made no mention of it in their Annual Report in 191515 but as they 
themselves had noted ‘Mr Munby was . . . a person of singular tenacity of 
purpose’ and not easily discouraged by what others thought. In this matter 
he had been a close friend of another campaigner for ‘fallen women’, the 
Reverend Frederick Lawrence, the young Rector of St Mary’s Castlegate 
from 1871 to 1881 of whom it has been written ‘Much of his public 
work was extremely thankless, most of it against strong opposition and 
even hostility’.16 Munby’s former family home, Clifton Holme, was 
subsequently purchased by the Refuge Society in 1919 when it moved 
from its previous premises in Bishophill.

But perhaps the true nature of the man can best be judged by a 
dinner he gave on 19 December 1910, towards the end of his second 
presidential year when, supported by the Society’s Hon Treasurer, Mr 
F Perkins and Hon Secretary, Mr HV Scott, he entertained at the Davy 
Hall York nearly fifty solicitors’ clerks who had served for not less than 
twelve years. The senior clerk present, Mr J Logan, had served in Mr CR 
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Garwood’s office for 56 years. He and Mr WB Pannett, who had served 
Mr Munby himself for over 30 years, sat on either side of him. After the 
loyal toasts the second-time President was congratulated and presented 
with an illuminated address which recalled a similar dinner he had given 
on the occasion of his first presidency sixteen years earlier. It also alluded 
to the Society’s centenary celebrations in 1886 when he had been Hon 
Secretary and instrumental in arranging for solicitors’ clerks in York to be 
entertained by their employers.

Newton, Henry (c.1800-1881)
Newton was admitted as an attorney and solicitor in 1824, becoming a 
member of the Society in August 1829 and its President in 1854. He 
had been articled to William Gray (q.v.) in 1821 who was his proposer 
for membership of the Society. For the rest of his life he seems to have 
maintained cordial relations with the Grays in their various manifestations 
Thorpe & Gray (1805-1828) J and W Gray (1829-1837) W Gray (1838-
1872) and W and E Gray (1872-1891) and for some years was their near 
neighbours when the Grays’ office was in Low Petergate York. In 1864 
he became one of the four trustees of the York Savings Bank, William 
Gray Junior being another. He was under-sheriff for the City 1849 
-1850. By 1853 Newton, together with his partner William Robinson 
had been appointed solicitors for the York and North Midland and York 
Newcastle and Berwick Railway Commission. Two years later these two 
undertakings had been incorporated and in due course became the North 
Eastern Railway Company, Newton & Robinson becoming the latter 
company’s first solicitors. But probably best known among Newton’s 
clients was Charlotte Brontë who was consulting him in November and 
December about her powers under her marriage settlement.17

Nicholson, Lucas (c.1750 -1819)
Nicholson was not only a prominent Leeds attorney but was also active as 
agent for the Royal Exchange, a chartered insurance company founded in 
1720 and which continued to operate under that name until 1968 when 
it merged with Guardian Assurance Company to form Guardian Royal 
Assurance plc although the name finally disappeared in 1999 when the 
later was acquired bu the French multinational insurer AXA. In 1779 
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Nicholson joined another Leeds attorney, Nicholas Smith in partnership, 
subsequently becoming a member of the Society in 1787 and its President 
in 1795. He was also established a banking partnership in what in due 
course became known as the Leeds Bank of which he was Cashier. As far 
as I am aware he was the only member of the Society who has ever had 
the distinction of having his signature appearing on bank notes. Clearly a 
man of many parts, he also secured an appointment in 1792 as Town Clerk 
of Leeds. Unfortunately he and his banking partners all became bankrupt 
in 1812 in connection with their banking activities – a not uncommon 
fate in those days. However, it seems that his bankruptcy was not a total 
disaster. He had to resign as Town Clerk but was immediately replaced 
by his son Charles who was also able to continue with the insurance 
agency jointly with his father. Curiously, two major international law 
firms have a link with Nicholson: DLA Piper (through Dibb Lupton 
Alsop) and Addleshaw Goddard (through Booth & Co). Both of their 
Leeds components claimed original descent from Nicholas Smith and 
Lucas Nicholson.

Procter, Alfred (1861-1933)
Alfred Procter became a member of the Society in 1883, a year after 
his admission as a solicitor. By the time of his death in 1933 at the age 
of 71 he had become a very respected York figure. His funeral in York 
Minster on 15 February of that year attracted over a thousand mourners, 
including the Lord Mayor and other members of the city council with 
the ceremonial sword and mace draped in black. (As a young man he 
had been a member of the council until 1897). As a solicitor he had 
been senior partner of Messrs Holtby & Procter which shortly before his 
death had amalgamated with Messrs Francis, Ware & Lucas. At various 
times he had been HM Coroner for the City of York as well as parts 
of the North and East Ridings, and Clerk to the Justices of the Ouse 
and Derwent Division He had other interests, however, outside the law. 
Chairman of the York Gas Company since 1913, a member of the Board 
of Management of the York County Savings Bank, Chairman of Leak 
& Thorp, the York department store and Chairman of Bootham Park 
Hospital Board of Governors, a post that had previously been held by 
another Society member and President William Walker (q.v.). He had 
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also been a prominent Mason, a member of both York and Amber Victor 
Lodges, as well as being an office bearer of the Grand Lodge of England, 
and Provincial Grand Master of Mark Masons for the North Riding. He 
was also an active member of the Society, serving as President between 
1925 and 1927 and having also served earlier on the committee for several 
years from 1897 onwards.

Raworth, Edwin (1863-1925)
Edwin Raworth was the son of Richard H Raworth, a Harrogate builder. 
He qualified as a solicitor in 1885 and a year later was practising on his own 
in the town. He was soon joined by Jabez Butterworth to whom he gave 
articles who in turn qualified in 1905 and was admitted into partnership 
in 1911 to form what is now a leading Harrogate practice. Edwin joined 
the Society in 1898 and was an early member of the Harrogate Law 
Society (established in1918) and its President in from 1921. He became 
the first clerk to the Harrogate Justices whom he served in that capacity 
for 30 years and was also clerk to the School Board. In 1905 he had 
the misfortune to fall out of a third floor window in Edinburgh which 
resulted in concussion and the amputation of a leg. Elected as President 
of the Yorkshire Law Society in 1925, Edwin unfortunately died in 
October during his year of office, the presidency being assumed by Alfred 
Procter (q.v.). The Raworth family name is still very much in the public 
eye, before a much larger audience: Edwin’s great-grandaughter is Sophie 
Raworth, the BBC presenter and newsreader.

Robson, Thomas (1855- 1924)
Thomas Robson was born at Full Sutton and articled to York solicitor 
Robert Holtby (member 1863) whose practice was at 15 Low Ousegate. 
Following his marriage to a farmer’s daughter from Hatfield, near 
Doncaster, Robson moved to Pocklington. Admitted as a solicitor in 
1880, he joined the Society in 1889 and served as President in 1906. At 
various times he was clerk to Pocklington Rural District Council, and to 
the Pocklington and Market Weighton justices as well as to the Governors 
of Pocklington School. On the occasion of Queen Victoria’s diamond 
jubilee in 1897 he was Chairman of the Diamond Jubilee Committee 
responsible for the Victoria Memorial in Market Street. The latter part 
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of his life was marked by tragedy: having lost his wife following a long 
illness in 1915, he was then to lose three of his five sons (all educated at 
Pocklington School) in the remaining course of the First World War. His 
eldest son Richard had qualified as a solicitor after articles in his father’s 
firm and had become a partner in the London firm of Bell, Brodrick & 
Gray (now Wedlake Bell) but he had long suffered from ill-health and 
died in 1918 at the age of 34. His third son, Frederick William, had 
likewise qualified as a solicitor and been articled with his father’s firm. 
In 1909 he had joined the TA but along with his battalion had become a 
regular soldier with the rank of captain. By 1918, having won the DSO, 
he was a Lieutenant Colonel but was posted as “missing, presumed killed” 
in March 1918. The fourth son, Edward, also a solicitor who had been 
articled in his father’s firm, had joined up shortly after the outbreak of 
war. He survived the Battle of the Somme in 1916 where he had been 
awarded the Military Cross and promoted to captain, only to be killed in 
the last year of the war. All this was too much for their father; he retired 
from practice and left Pocklington in 1919 to go and live with his second 
son Thomas (junior), a farmer, at Hatfield, near Doncaster. However, he 
retained his membership of the Society following his retirement – the 
Annual Report for 1922 shows his residential address as Hatfield.

Seymour, George Hicks (1793-1872)
Admitted as a member on 9 August 1824, George Seymour established 
the firm of Seymour & Blyth with an office in Lendal (next to the Judges’ 
Lodgings). Appointed Hon Secretary of the Society in 1830, he served 
in that capacity until 1836 (a total of seven years) and later served as 
Hon Treasurer from 1839 to 1871( a total of 32 years) or 39 years on 
the committee overall, thus becoming one of the longest serving officers 
of the Society ever. During his latter tenure as Treasurer he also served 
as President of the Society in 1845. But it was not just to the Society 
that he devoted his energies. In 1834 he was elected to the committee of 
the Yorkshire Philosophical Society and subsequently turned to railway 
management, becoming a director, first of the York and North Midland 
Railway and later of the North Eastern Railway. He was equally able to 
attend to civic affairs and served for many years on the city council, as 
Alderman from 1849 to 1862 and as Lord Mayor of York 1849-1850.
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It was in the course of his year as Lord Mayor that he decided to 
repay hospitality he had received from the Lord Mayor of London on the 
occasion of a visit there to prepare for the Great Exhibition at the Crystal 
Palace the following year. Determined to show that anything London 
could do, York could do better, he organised a banquet the like of which 
York had probably never have seen since mediæval times – or indeed 
subsequently. It was held at the Guildhall on 25 November 1850. The 
guest of honour was Prince Albert and other guests included the Prime 
Minister, Lord Russell and 87 civic dignitaries from all over the British 
Isles. There was a choice of 72 dishes and a ‘Royal Table’ with a ‘hundred 
guinea dish’ including turtle heads and a great variety of birds from larks 
to turkeys. In overall charge of this remarkable repast was Alexis Soyer, 
the 19th century’s best known celebrity chef, who had only just parted 
company with the Reform Club, albeit on fairly amicable terms, following 
a policy disagreement. It must have been mid-century Victorian bling at 
its most ostentatious and provoked a scurrilous (and anonymous) twelve 
verse poem “Dedicated (Without Permission) to the Rt Hon the Lady 
Mayoress [Seymour’s wife Emma] by A Ragged Scholar”. Two selected 
verses will serve to convey the general tone:

The Guildhall is deck’d Some hundreds of dozens 
In magnificent taste, Of the choicest of wine,
And Soyer has cooked Champagne, port and sherry
All his frogs and his paste . . . They swallow like swine.

It was perhaps a little unfortunate that Soyer should have been included 
as a target in this attack as he had a very strong social conscience and had 
made considerable personal sacrifices both previously (during the Irish 
famine) and subsequently (during the Crimean War) to put his culinary 
skills at the disposal of the suffering Irish and suffering soldiery but excess 
on this scale and at this particular time would undoubtedly have been a 
provocation to many.

Shannon, John CBE D.Univ. (York) (1918-2010)
John Shannon was quintessentially a York man. Admitted as a solicitor 
in 1944 and as a member in 1947, his name quickly became familiar to 
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generations of solicitors in and around York as Hon Secretary of the 
Society – a position he held for just over 30 years from 1948 until 1978 
– as joint Hon Secretary with the previous incumbent, Mr HC Scott, 
until 1958. But his reputation was to extend well beyond the law. His 
contribution to the city and more specifically to its conservation lead to 
his being awarded the OBE in 1970 and its advancement to CBE in 
1996. In addition to these honours, York University conferred on him an 
honorary doctorate in 1977 and the city make him an honorary freeman in 
2001. Although he played a leading rôle in many organisations, and was 
Sheriff of York in 1953, it is as the dynamic chairman of York Civic Trust 
for 38 years that his achievements will be familiar to York’s inhabitants 
and equally its many visitors. You can hardly walk more than a few yards 
through York without seeing his influence on the fabric and feel of the 
city as Mr Darrell Buttery observed in the course of his heartfelt tribute in 
York Minster on the occasion of John Shannon’s funeral on 14 June 2010 
– adding that the fact that his funeral service could be conducted without 
disruption from traffic noise was largely thanks to his unremitting efforts 
to have Deangate closed as a major thoroughfare.

It was a typical John Shannon gesture to declare that when – and 
with John it was never a case of ‘if’ but ‘when’ – Deangate was closed, 
he and the Dean would have lunch together in the middle of the road. 
There is a famous press photograph of them both, heavily wrapped up 
against the freezing temperature, together having lunch together which 
was doubtless as cold as they both looked. John himself put the closing 
of Deangate as one of the Trust’s two greatest achievements, the other 
one being of course the founding of York University. In reality all York’s 
citizens are deeply in John’s debt. His major battle honours gained in 
defending the city which he loved so much are extensive and include his 
pioneering work in establishing Stonegate as a foot street – a commonly 
accepted conservation measure nowadays but subject to considerable 
opposition at the time; the raising of the planning blight that had settled 
on Gillygate; the saving of Fairfax House and the Observatory in the 
Museum Gardens; the restoration of the Mansion House. And of course 
there are the myriad skirmishes which he led from the front, too numerous 
to mention here but well-known to the cognoscenti. At one AGM of the 
Civic Trust Archbishop Stuart Blanch put it very neatly. After listening 
to an account of the year’s achievements he observed: “I really feel that if 
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anyone deserves the title it should be JOHN EBOR and not STUART 
EBOR. To which many members of the Society over the years would 
have echoed ‘Amen’.

Spofforth, Robert (1740-1827)
Admitted to the Society in March 1787, Spofforth was its President the 
following year. He was a member of a large and distinguished Yorkshire 
family, one branch of which had a longstanding connection with Howden 
of which he was Lord of the Manor. He was articled by his father to 
William Dunn of Howden for a premium of £30. In 1768 he married 
Hannah Markham of Howden Manor by whom he had ten children. 
Among other appointments, he was Clerk to Bishop Barrington of 
Durham. His death in 1827 at the age of 87 was noted by The Gentleman’s 
Magazine in which he was described as ‘an eminent solicitor’. His 
grandson, Edward Spofforth emigrated to Australia and fathered one 
of the ‘greats’ of Australian cricket, Frederick Robert (Fred) Spofforth 
(1853-1926) ‘the demon bowler’ who made his test début in Melbourne 
in 1877 in the second match of the first ever test series against England 
and is the subject of a detailed biography.

Stovin, Aistroppe (1766-1828)
Stovin was originally from the small village of Reedness near Goole in 
the East Riding and at first practised as an attorney at Gainsborough in 
Lincolnshire. Some time prior to 1793 however, he moved to Hull. By 
1794 he had not only become a member of the Society but had begun 
an active involvement with the promotion of a private act of parliament 
which would eventually lead to the construction of a new street as the 
Hull Advertiser for 6 September 1794 described it “from the north side 
of a Street called Whytefryer-gate . . . opposite or nearly opposite to the 
site of a Building . . . of Trinity House . . . and also for building a row of 
Houses on each side of the said intended Street with suitable convenience”. 
The proposal required an act of parliament because it involved what we 
would now call ‘compulsory purchase’. The Hull Dock Company which 
had been responsible in 1778 for constructing the city’s first dock, was 
strongly in favour as it considered that “it would be in every point of view, 
one of the most eligible improvements which this town has undergone for 
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several years . . . it would be the means of removing from one of the most 
beautiful Streets in the town, a place which is, at present, a receptacle 
for every wretchedness. The houses of a new Street, on account of their 
contiguity to the dock would be a very desirable situation for people in 
business, and no doubt would be taken with the greatest avidity”. One of 
the early subscribers was William Wilberforce, one of Hull’s most famous 
sons and Stovin himself, as well as being the clerk to the subscribers, 
took a share himself in the tontine arrangement which was the financial 
basis of the scheme. The ‘new’ street is now known as Parliament Street 
and has been described as a ‘Georgian Gem’. Certainly the Hull Dock 
Company’s prediction in 1794 that it would be ‘a very desirable situation 
for people in business’ has proved to be correct: the whole area, including 
Parliament Street itself, is home to a number of well-known law firms. 
Stovin was also an active member of the Hull Philosophical Society and 
made a number of contributions to the Gainsborough weekly known as 
the Country Spectator as well as being the author of The Law Respecting 
Horses (1794) – digitalised version available from Amazon – and The 
Analysis of the Law on the Abandonment of Ships and Freight (1801).

Townend, George (c.1749-1812)
George Townend, originally from Hull, had the privilege of being elected 
as the Society’s first President when he was Town Clerk of York having 
succeeded his father-in-law to the post in 1781 although he also continued 
in private practice. In the latter capacity he had been appointed a Master 
Extraordinary of the Court of Chancery and a Commissioner for taking 
Affidavits in the Court of Exchequer on 14 December 1773. His younger 
brother Richard also practised as an attorney in York and became Town 
Clerk on his brother’s retirement in 1806, a position which he held until 
his death in 1827. It was George Townend who had been responsible for 
recommending John Graves to accept William Gray as an articled clerk 
when the latter was seeking a transfer of his articles.

Walker, William (1830-1897)
William Walker was a York solicitor of some prominence in the latter 
part of the 19th century. Articled to the firm of Leeman & Clark, he 
was admitted as an attorney and solicitor in 1848 and began practising 
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on his own account in 1852 or 1853, becaming a member of the Society 
on 15 March 1853 and its President in 1880 and again in 1886, its 
centenary year – a rare distinction. A significant part of his practice was 
acting on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church, firstly on behalf of the 
Diocese of Beverley (comprising the whole of Yorkshire) and then after 
1878 when the two separate dioceses of Leeds and Middlesbrough were 
created, for both. Indeed, he had been heavily involved in the division 
which had not been without controversy. The actual division proposed 
by Bishop Cornthwaite and Rome had been strongly opposed by some of 
the Yorkshire Catholic gentry who had their own ideas as to what would 
constitute two new viable dioceses. The leader of this opposition was the 
Hon Charles Langdale (son of Charles Stourton, the 17th Baron – he 
had taken his mother’s maiden name to comply with the terms of a will) 
– a formidable opponent, well-connected, Jesuit educated at Stonyhurst 
and described by Archbishop Manning, as having been for 50 years the 
foremost man among the Catholic laity in England. It seems that Walker’s 
advice was sought by both sides in the argument although he remained 
loyal to Bishop Cornthwaite, having sought to dissuade Langdale from 
proceeding with his objections and declining to add his own name to the 
latter’s petition. Considerable diplomacy must have been required.

But Walker’s career was not all church politics. Justice of the Peace, a 
Liberal city councillor for the Guildhall ward and alderman (Lord Mayor 
in 1871), Vice-President of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, Fellow 
of the Geological Society of London, a Manager of the York Savings 
Bank, a Director of the York Gas Company, Vice-Chairman of York 
Charity Trustees, he was for thirty years a Governor of the York Asylum 
and for eleven its Chairman. A portrait of William Walker by Richard 
Jack currently hangs in Bootham Park Hospital as it is now known. 
A York Asylum committee minute for May 1896 records a resolution 
that in recognition of the services given by the Chairman, Mr William 
Walker, his portrait in oils be painted and hung within the asylum as “a 
lasting record of the great improvements which have been effected under 
his direction and supervision .” It is perhaps noteworthy that four former 
Presidents of the Society in the 19th and 20th centuries, William Walker, 
Jonathan Gray (q.v.) and Alfred Procter (q.v.) and Henry John Ware 
(President 1868) all took such a close and personal interest in mental 
health, Ware having been the Asylum’s Treasurer for some years.
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In 1866 Walker married Emma Weatherley, daughter of master builder 
Joseph Weatherley (who himself served as Sheriff and Lord Mayor of the 
City) responsible for both St George’s and St Wilfrid’s churches in York. 
After his marriage he lived at 14 Bootham Terrace, within easy reach of 
both his office at 11 Lendal and York Asylum.

Ware, Innes Noel OBE, TD (1896- 1994)
Colonel Innes Ware was the last member of the Society to have fought 
in the First World War – a dire memory that stayed with him all his life. 
A full colonel in the Territorial Army (Royal Artillery) he was awarded 
the military OBE for his distinguished services. Living as he did to 
the good age of 97, he was also the last member of the Society to have 
qualified as a solicitor before the Law of Property Act, the Settled Land 
Act and the Administration of Estates Act 1925. He thus had to have 
an intimate working knowledge of the ‘old’ land law, complete with such 
legal delicacies as the law of dower, co-parceners, copyhold, and tenancies 
by the entireties, to say nothing of the barring of entails and the rule in 
Shelley’s case.18 True, later practitioners who were involved in any way 
with property had to have a reasonable knowledge of the previous law if 
only for the purpose of investigating titles but it cannot have had quite the 
same immediacy as it did for Colonel Ware’s generation. 

Innes Ware was the son of Francis Ware and the grandson of Henry 
John Ware and had joined his father’s firm (originally founded by John 
Brook (q.v.) then known as Francis Ware & Lucas, as an articled clerk 
in January 1914. One of his first tasks was to prepare the abstract of title 
of the White House in Clifton York only to find that the earlier title had 
been dealt with by his grandfather Henry John Ware in 1845. He also 
learnt during his articles how to do up parcels of deeds and seal them 
with hot sealing wax without setting them alight or spilling the wax. His 
mentor, the head clerk also taught him the rudiments of professional 
etiquette: for example the importance of removing his hat when entering 
a bank – a habit he maintained to the end of his days. As a result of his 
articles being interrupted by war service, he was not able to qualify until 
1921 and join the Society until 1922 but in the course of a long career 
in the law he was able to achieve much. Two years after the death of his 
partner Clarence Lucas in 1931 his firm amalgamated with the next door 
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firm of Holtby & Procter of whom Alfred Procter (q.v.) was by then the 
sole surviving partner. Unfortunately, Procter died just ten weeks after 
the amalgamation, facing Ware with the problem of buying his next 
door premises as well as his goodwill, just at the time when his wife had 
presented him with twins and the consequent necessity of buying a house 
for his own family.

Nothing daunted, in the course of his career and in addition to his 
close involvement with the TA, he was at various times President of the 
Society, Clerk to the Ouse and Derwent Justices, HM Coroner for the 
City of York, the Escrick Division of the East Riding and the Southern 
Division of the North Riding, as well as being the Archbishop of York’s 
legal secretary and Registrar of the Diocese and Province of York and 
treasurer, prior to the establishment of the NHS, of Bootham Park 
Hospital (Asylum). Like Alfred Procter his former neighbour and short-
term partner, Ware was a prominent mason. He was also a devout member 
of the Church of England and appointed a lay canon by Archbishop 
Coggan – a rare honour. His leisure activities included cooking (a fairly 
rare skill for a professional man of his generation) and fishing.

N O T E S
1.  The Battle of Stamford Bridge by Robert Elliott – W Blanchard & Son 1810. 

Another local volunteer corps at this period was the Stockton Forest Riflemen. 
It is known that the two units, the Ouse & Derwent Volunteers and the 
Stockton Forest Riflemen held a church parade together at Scarborough on 9 
June 1805. Doubtless the precise rôle of these and other estimable volunteer 
units in deterring Napoleon’s Grande Armée of over half a million men from 
an attempted an invasion of Britain will continue to be the subject of debate 
among military historians for years to come. Certainly one such regiment of 
volunteers raised in Hertfordshire seems to have had a certain flavour of Dad’s 
Army about it: its surviving casualty lists indicate that its members were apt 
to forget whether they were exercising with blank or ball ammunition – see 
Confessions of an Un-Common Attorney by Reginald L Hine – JM Dent and 
Sons Ltd 1945.

2.  One of Henry John Ware’s brothers, the Reverend William Ware, was 
responsible for raising a company of the Stockton regiment, known as The 
Reverend John Ware’s Stockton-on-Forest Rifle Volunteers in 1850.
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3.  Much of this entry is based on William Cobb’s book.

4.  Since Saturdays were generally working days for most members of the operative 
classes at the time, it is hardly surprising that the establishment’s clientèle was 
for the most part made up of members of the more middle and upper class of 
Leeds inhabitant. 

5.  See Chapter Three Costs Conveyancers & Low Practitioners.

6.  Were British Railway Companies Well Managed in the Early Twentieth Century? 
Working Paper 10/07 by Nicholas Crafts, Timothy Leunig and Abay Mulatu 
– Department of Economic History, London School of Economics.

7.  Originally the system we now know as ‘the London Underground’ was not a 
‘system’ at all. The first providers of underground railway services perceived 
themselves as operating a ‘shuttle’ between two fixed points of high density 
traffic. Little or no thought was given to the provision of ‘junctions’. Sir George 
Gibb arrived on the London scene when notions of a “system” were beginning 
to take root. He was a man of many parts; he was later to turn his attention to 
roads.

8.  Papers and Diaries of a York Family by Mrs Edwin Gray – London, The 
Sheldon Press 1927 and A History of Grays of York 1695-1988 by William Cobb 
– William Sessions Ltd 1989 passim.

9.  The Association’s objects at the time of its foundation were “To give a stronger 
impulse and a more systematic direction to scientific inquiry; to promote the 
intercourse of those who cultivate Science in different parts of the British 
Empire with one another and with foreign philosophers; to obtain more general 
attention for the objects of Science and the removal of any disadvantages of a 
public kind that may impede its progress.” It is reasonable to assume that, as a 
solicitor and founder member (along with his partner Anthony Thorpe) Gray 
would have had a hand in drafting these objects. Among the Association’s 
contributions to the modern world were the first establishment of the words 
“scientist” and “dinosaur” and, in 1894, the first demonstration of wireless 
transmission. 

10.  As Note 5 above.

11.  This and other items of silver can be viewed on the Society’s web-site  
www.yorkshirelawsociety.org.uk/home/history 

12.  A detailed account of the whole saga can be found in John Marsden’s Will – 
The Hornby Castle Dispute 1780-1840 by Emmeline Garnett – Hambledon 
Continuum 1998.
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13. Emily Brontë was to incorporate aspects of the story (without the sex) in 
Wuthering Heights.

14. In defence of George Leeman is Dr Alf Peacock (George Leeman and York 
Politics: 1833-1880); George Hudson Vols 1 & 2 AJ Peacock 1988-9; George 
Hudson and the Historians York History 1974; George Hudson of York Dalesman 
Books 1971. In defence of George Hudson is Robert Beaumont The Railway 
King. Review 2002 – a somewhat revisionist view but nevertheless supported by 
former Hon Secretary and President of the Society, the late Dr John Shannon. 

15.  Still less was any connection made with FJ Munby’s great uncle, Arthur J 
Munby (1828-1910), a member of the Bar now well-known to social historians 
for his voluminous diaries and his obsessive interest in ‘working women’ – 
not prostitutes particularly, but working-class women in menial or labouring 
employment, one of whom, Hannah Cullwick he married in secret. He was 
the subject of a Channel 4 television programme in 2008, the last in a series 
Upstairs Downstairs Love. Clearly there was a psycho-sexual element in his 
obsession of which, in a pre-Freudian age, he was probably unaware but there 
is no evidence of moral impropriety.

16. Poverty and Prostitution – A Study of Victorian Prostitutes in York by Frances 
Finnegan – Cambridge University Press 1979.

17.  The Letters of Charlotte Brontë Vol 1 1820-1847 Margaret Smith ed. OUP 
1995.

18. Even today there are a handful of US states and some Canadian provinces where 
lawyers have to concern themselves with such recondite matters. Rather closer 
to home, the Republic of Ireland only managed to rid itself of this particular 
incubus with its Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 where poor 
Shelley is finally given a decent burial by S.67(3) together with much else 
besides extending as far back as the 13 Edw. 1 c.1 (De Donis Conditionalibus 
1285) and 18 Edw. 1 c.1 (Quia Emptores 1290). The pace of law reform can be 
vey slow at times.




